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A NEW KNOWLEDGE SHARING TOOL ON URBANIZATION AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT IN MENA

This is the inaugural Middle East and North Africa Urbanization Knowledge Platform 
(MENA UKP) newsletter on urban development. The newsletter is designed to facilitate 
knowledge exchange on policies and initiatives that aim to leverage urbanization. It is 
oriented towards decision makers, individuals and groups from all realms interested in 
urban issues and opportunities in MENA. In each issue, we will showcase a different 
theme linked to urban development.  

The newsletter will highlight support to MENA countries provided by several 
development partners including the Arab Urban Development Institute (AUDI), the 
Agence Française de Développement (AFD), the Center for Mediterranean Integration 
(CMI), the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), the European 
Investment Bank (EIB), and the World Bank (WB). In this inaugural issue, the newsletter 
focuses on measures to strengthen city resilience. It provides information on a range of 
initiatives designed to increase the ability of cities in the region to withstand and adapt to 
a range of shocks including natural disaster, environmental, macroeconomic, pandemic 
and cyber shocks. The newsletter is produced by the CMI. More information on the topic 
can be found on our website. We welcome ideas and reactions. 
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The Threat of Natural Disasters in the Arab Region: 
How to Weather the Storm by Andrea Zanon  

Last January, a severe weather storm swept through 
Egypt, Jordan, Gaza and  the West Bank, Syria, and 
Lebanon. The flooded streets and scores of displaced 
people it left behind demonstrated that the region is 
still insufficiently prepared to manage natural disasters. 
Also in January, record breaking snow fall in Amman, 
Jordan overwhelmed the city’s drainage system with 

the resulting floods trapping residents in their homes. In 
the Zaatari refugee camp, north of the Jordanian capital, 
hundreds of tents were destroyed, leaving thousands of 
Syrian refugees with no shelter.  In the past years, storms 
have disrupted traffic in the Suez Canal and forced 
Egyptian authorities to close down the port of Alexandria, 
multiple fatalities have been reported in Lebanon due 
to severe weather, and sandstorms are increasingly 
affecting Gulf countries, shutting down airports, schools 
and cities. (Continue reading this blog post here)

First WB Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) 
on Climate Change: Turn Down the Heat is the first 
course to bring together a range of scientists and experts 
to present the risks and impacts of global warming 
on communities. The course will analyze mitigation 
strategies and adaptation policies in light of the projected 
4°C warming trajectory by the end of the 21st century. 

Natural Disasters in the Middle East and North 
Africa: A Regional Overview (2014): This report 
takes stock of progress in risk management in MENA 
while identifying gaps for future interventions and 

RESOURCES AND PUBLICATIONS ON CITY RESILIENCE

More blog posts on city resilience can be found here.

opportunities to broaden the dialogue for more proactive 
and collaborative risk management.  

Climate Change, Disaster Risk, and the Urban 
Poor (2012): This webinar presents the findings of the 
study completed by the Mayor’s Task Force on Climate 
Change. The presentation provides an overview of the 
framework developed to build resilience by providing cost 
effective solutions for institutional capacity building and 
basic service delivery to the most vulnerable urban poor.  

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery 
(GFDRR) – Sendai Report (2012): This report 
describes the importance of mainstreaming disaster risk 
management into development dialogues globally.  It 
identifies WB and GFDRR tools to increase resilience 
including: new financial tools for funding Early-Warning 
Systems and Emergency Response Systems; capacity 
building tools for governments, cities, and communities; 
and approaches for extending global knowledge and 
partnerships to respond to international disasters.

Global Urban Risk Index (2012): This index ranks urban 
areas that are most at risk for four major types of natural 
disasters: earthquakes, cyclones, landslides and floods. 

More resources on city resilience can be found here.
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MENA UKP CITY RESILIENCE HIGH LEVEL 
WORKSHOP [Co-hosted by the WB, AUDI and the CMI]

This workshop convened mayors, deputy ministers, other  
government decision-makers, thought leaders, private 
sector and civil society representatives from MENA and 
around the world to exchange knowledge on effective 
ways to enhance city resilience to a range of threats. 
It was held on May 22 – 23, 2014 in Marseille, France.  
Presentations and videos from the workshop can be 
found here.

METROPOLITAN RESILIENCE AND URBAN NEXUS 
WORKSHOPS AT THE WORLD URBAN FORUM VII 
IN MEDELLIN [Hosted by GIZ]

The Sector Project “Sustainable Development of 
Metropolitan Regions” convened two events in April 
2014 to enrich the current discussion of sustainable 
urban development at a metropolitan scale. Since 
June 2013, the sector project fleshes out an orientation 
framework for German Development Cooperation on 
behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) looking amongst others at 
metropolitan regions as resource-efficient NEXUS and 
effective regional governance systems. The networking 
event “Urban Nexus: strengthening intersectoral linkages 
and crossing municipal boundaries for integrated 
resource-efficiency” offered insights into the Urban 
NEXUS via the following approach: (1) introduction to the 
newest elaboration on the conceptual basis of integrated 
urban management; and (2) discussion of hands-on entry 
points based on case studies worldwide and the findings 
of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 

(BMBF) Megacities Project in Casablanca, Morocco, as 
well as experiences gained at two on-going NEXUS-
pilots in the metropolitan regions of Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, and Nashik, India. The event “Metropolitan 
Resilience: Tomorrow is too late: how to make cities 
and metropolitan regions more resilient” highlighted 
future-oriented action and concrete steps on building 
and ensuring resilience beyond city boundaries within a 
regional context. The session drew on experiences made 
in eThekwini Municipality, Durban, South Africa, over 
the past years; recent findings of the NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies, Columbia University; and 
innovative finance solutions presented by KfW on building 
metropolitan resilience. For further information, please 
contact Carmen Vogt, GIZ-Germany.

OPEN EUROPEAN DAY ON ADAPTATION 
[Co-participation by EIB]
On May 28, 2014 the EIB participated in the Open 
European Day on Adaptation organized by ICLEI Local 
Governments for Sustainability and the European 
Environment Agency (EEA) in Bonn, Germany. This was 
an interactive city to city exchange on the topic of climate 
change adaptation of European cities. It brought together 
local politicians, adaptation managers, practitioners, and 
key urban adaptation stakeholders from across Europe 
to share experiences, learn from each other and discuss 
practical solutions. The EIB contributed to the opening 
plenary, and sessions on vulnerability assessment 
and financing climate adaptation, highlighting its focus 
on urban projects as a key area for reducing climate 
vulnerability in Europe.

RECENT EVENTS ON CITY RESILIENCE
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Strengthening the resilience of cities in Europe, MENA 
and the rest of the world is an important priority for the 
EIB, and this is reflected in its activities in several ways:

EIB due diligence and appraisal: Resilience of 
investments in infrastructure is considered as a horizontal 
issue, cutting across investments in regional and urban 
development and the specific sectors in which the EIB is 
active, in particular all forms of transport, energy, water, 
solid waste, public buildings, natural resources and agro-
industries. Resilience of investments is therefore taken 
into account and embedded in the appraisal process.

Climate action: The European Union (EU) is a leader 
on climate action. As the EU Bank owned by its 
Member States, the EIB considers climate action of 
strategic importance and its activities, both inside and 
outside Europe, support the climate policy set by the 
EU. Climate action is therefore a key policy area for 
EIB activity.  Investment priorities, combined with the 
Bank’s 25% lending target for Climate Action, reflect the 
EIB’s commitment to both climate change mitigation 
and adaptation. In addition, all funding operations 
are screened to identify whether they are subject to 
significant climate risks, and to identify needed adaptation 
measures when appropriate and necessary.  
In the urban context, the focus is to improve the 
resilience of communities and ecosystems in cities as 
well as to protect key urban infrastructure and buildings. 
The EIB has issued a Statement on Climate Action, as 
well as a video on its approach to meeting energy and 
climate challenges in the EU. 

Disaster risk management: EIB has financed several 
programs targeting post-disaster remediation as well as 
disaster risk management.  Since 2002, the EIB signed 
loans for over EUR 5 billion for flood reconstruction 
and risk management in the EU alone. In the case of 
post-disaster financing, the aim is to re-build better and 
smarter to ensure resilience against future disasters. 
This means focusing not only on reconstruction or 
improvement of buildings/infrastructure, but also on 
nonstructural and soft measures, including improved 
planning and coordination across different institutions 
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before and during emergencies.  Increasingly countries 
north and south of the Mediterranean are investing in risk 
management to increase their resilience against threats 
from flooding, earthquakes, droughts, and other risks. For 
example, EIB has recently financed a facility in Turkey to 
promote the development of earthquake-resilient housing 
targeting most vulnerable urban areas.  

Urban development and municipal services: Urban 
and regional development is a priority area for EIB 
intervention, and the EIB finances investments in urban 
regeneration, development of new urban districts, 
public buildings, urban mobility, water supply and waste 
water, solid waste management and disposal, health 
and education.  The EIB can finance large investment 
projects directly, or programs of investments which may 
collectively contribute to enhancing a city’s or region’s 
resilience, or programs of smaller projects spread 
across a region or country via commercial banks.  EIB is 
starting to finance investments in the area of Smart City 
development, which can be a key tool in helping cities 
to improve their resilience, and has set up a research 
program on this topic targeting smart city development 
in Mediterranean cities.

Advisory services: Besides financing, the EIB delivers 
advisory services in many areas of its activity, in 
particular in relation to project development, often in 
partnership with the EU and other partner international 
financial institutions.  For example the EIB is a key 
partner in the Urban Projects Finance Initiative (UPFI) 
in the Mediterranean region, together with the EU, AFD 
and the Union for the Mediterranean, which supports the 
identification, preparation and financing of investments in 
urban development; resilience is one of the parameters 
against which such projects are identified and selected. 
The EIB will also manage the second phase of the 
Mediterranean Hot Spots Investment Programme 
(MeHSIP II), aimed at preparing projects and providing 
sector expert advice in areas that are key for cities’ 
resilience such as improved management of water 
resources as well as increased climate resilience linked 
with water security.

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/statement-on-climate-action.htm
http://www.eib.org/infocentre/videotheque/eib-and-climate-and-energy-challenges.htm
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ALGERIA:The Caisse des Dépôts and the CMI, in 
inpartnership with the WB has helped the government 
complete a study on disaster risk management and 
climate change adaptation in Greater Algiers.  The 
study is designed to serve as input into Algiers’ first 
adaptation strategy.

DJIBOUTI: With the support of the WB, Djibouti 
launched a risk assessment and communication 
platform in December 2013. It is also streamlining 
disaster risk management in urban development 
through a flood and a capital level housing seismic risk 
and vulnerability assessment. It is using risk information 
to guide future infrastructure developments.  

JORDAN: Jordan launched an Emergency Services 
and Social Resilience program to help its municipalities 
and host communities address the immediate service 
delivery impacts of Syrian refugee inflows.  The WB-
supported program is also designed to strengthen 
municipal capacity to support local economic 
development.

KUWAIT: In collaboration with the WB the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) is establishing 
a center of excellence for crisis management and risk 
communication. 

LEBANON: The WB is preparing a project which will 
support municipalities and host communities to cope with 
the increased pressures on local services stemming from 
the inflow of Syrian refugees. 

MOROCCO: The Government of Morocco is partnering 
with the WB to develop a comprehensive integrated risk 
management strategy that includes risk financing and 
risk mitigation components for the agriculture sector, 
commodities and natural hazards. The strategy will be in 
effect at the national level and in selected provinces and 
cities.  Inputs to the strategy can be found in this new 
report.

SAUDI ARABIA: With the support of the WB, Saudi 
Arabia is developing a comprehensive risk assessment to 
integrate risk information in investment planning. Cities in 
Saudi Arabia, such as Mecca, are undertaking additional 
initiatives to assess their vulnerabilities, improve their 
institutional capabilities, and develop plans to boost their 
resilience. 

WEST BANK AND GAZA: In the wake of a severe 
winter storm in early 2014, the WB assisted West 
Bank and Gaza to complete a rapid damage and loss 
assessment. The storm brought 75% of average annual 
precipitation in four days to the West Bank and Gaza.  

WORLD BANK MENA CITY AND COUNTRY INITATIVES TO ENHANCE 
CITY RESILIENCE 
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The MENA Urbanization Knowledge Platform (UKP) is a platform that facilitates knowledge exchange among decision-makers 
concerned with development in urban areas in the Middle East and North Africa. The MENA UKP was developed jointly by the 
World Bank, the Center for Mediterranean Integration and the Arab Urban Development Institute as the regional arm of the World 

Bank’s Urbanization Knowledge Platform and launched in September 2012 in Marseille.  
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GEO-CAN in Haiti – Global Action for Quick 
Response: Satellite imaging and crowdsourcing 
technologies are being used to collect information to 
better enable decision-makers to mitigate impacts before 
and after natural disasters.  One recent example is in 
Haiti.  The 2010 Earthquake in Haiti killed approximately 
316,000 people, injured 300,000, and displaced 1.3 million 
people. The WB and the GFDRR mobilized scientists and 
technical experts globally to assess the damage in real 
time using the Global Earth Observation – Catastrophe 

Assessment Network (GEO-CAN) to estimate and 
classify building damages based on high resolution aerial 
imagery in affected areas. The images collected allowed 
for a team of 600 experts representing 23 countries to 
divide the regions and provide rapid assessments on 
building damages by geographic area that were then 
used in the decision-making process for safe resettlement 
and land use planning in the wake of the disaster. The 
images were further utilized in later stages to refine the 
risk assessment platform with the Government of Haiti.   
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