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Today, the MENA region is in the eye of the storm. The recent conflict in Gaza, 
the civil wars in Iraq and Syria, and their impact on neighboring countries, as well as 
the legacy of unaccountable governments are in the headlines. The transitions are 
complicated and could prompt many to lose hope and lead to a period of economic 
and social regression. But the courage of the young people who marched in the 
streets to demand what is their due, the hopeful signs of political consensus in Tunisia, 
and the encouraging steps taken by Egypt to anchor reforms and promote inclusive 
economic growth, as well as the extraordinary potential of the people of this region 
bear promises and make me confident that, with the assistance of the international 
community, the foundations for a just and sustainable future for the MENA region 
can be shaped. 

MENA is at a fork in the road. A new reality is dawning, full of promises, but 
also heavy with uncertainty. In 2014, the MENA region is faced with a dilemma:  
by focusing on all that unites the region, leaders can open a new path, promoting 
openness, building resilience, and fostering private-sector-led growth. The world 
can rally in support of this region and provide the necessary response to restore 
stability, trust between government and its citizens, and job-creating growth; or by 
giving in to divisions, power, or control, strife will increase and the economic and 
political situation can deteriorate further, causing untold suffering and pain, and even 
spreading beyond MENA.

Over the horizon. To support the countries at this critical juncture, more is needed. 
It is our collective responsibility to pursue the Scaling-Up Initiative announced on 
the sidelines of the World Bank Annual Meetings 2013 and to step up our joint 
engagement. This should encompass technical knowledge and even convening 
assistance to support the governments in their reforms to anchor pluralism and 
unleash growth. The emergence of global value chains can help the MENA region to 
shape its future. Its unique location and assets could increase the region’s potential 
for economic integration, the opening of new markets, and the creation of strategic 
gateways to Europe, Africa, and Asia. It is not too late to shape a plan that addresses the 
key development challenges of the MENA region. It is not too early to build commitment 
around concrete measures for implementation. This should be our mission.  

INGER ANDERSEN

Vice President, Middle East  
and North Africa Region, World Bank
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Knowledge and partnership are at the heart of the Center for Mediterranean 
Integration (CMI). Partnering with governments, international and regional 
institutions, as well as the private and academic sectors is instrumental to leverage 
support and build avenues for consensus on pro-poor reforms. Knowledge is key to 
ensure catalytic impact and influence policy change and the CMI is well positioned to 
promote and disseminate – to both policy makers and civil society organizations – 
tools and solutions to complex development challenges, in such areas as green growth, 
knowledge economy, employment and social protection, or trade and investment. As 
a platform for dialogue, the CMI stands out as a flexible and collaborative forum that 
can overcome institutional constraints and address sensitive issues from a regional 
perspective. In this spirit, the recent launch of the Cycle Economique should allow 
stakeholders and experts from both rims of the Mediterranean to develop alternate 
perspectives and ideas that will enrich the regional dialogue. 

This is the fifth annual report of the CMI. It will be presented at the Center’s Annual 
Meeting on December 8, 2014. The report builds on the assessment of the Center’s 
first three-year phase (2012–15) and on the recommendations made by independent 
and recognized evaluators. This includes an overview of the strategic framework 
as well as of the operational construct and how best to leverage partnerships to 
accompany the transitions in the Middle East and North Africa Region.

Looking ahead. Finally, I take this opportunity to thank all the members and partners 
of the CMI. As I leave the World Bank Group to take on a new challenge in the 
development world, I would like to convey my appreciation to all those who make 
this Center useful and successful. I am convinced that the Center’s skills and energies 
will continue to facilitate greater engagement and dialogue between the southern 
and northern rims of the Mediterranean. With the continued support of its members, 
the CMI will serve as an incubator of thoughtful, respectful, and diverse points of 
view that bring solutions to critical development challenges. Our ambition is that it 
contributes to set the stage for renewed hope for the future, and to move forward to 
fulfill the promise of shared prosperity.

OPENING STATEMENTS
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Reinforced cooperation holds the key to our 
region’s future.  Conflicts in Syria, Iraq, the 
West Bank and Gaza, and Libya have spread 
political fragility to the whole region, with serious 
implications for the economies of both the North 
and South of the Mediterranean. Despite these 
upheavals, there remains significant potential for 
medium- and long-term progress in southern 
Mediterranean societies. Collectively, we are 
committed to confronting the considerable 
challenges posed by ongoing transformations 
in the region and strive to develop successful 
initiatives for addressing economic, social, and 
environmental issues.  

Constitutions drawn up in Tunisia frame new 
democratic ideals and redefine the concept of 
citizenship, the nature of political governance, 
and the role of the state and reaffirm the rights 
of women. Importantly, civil society is becoming 
increasingly organized and well placed to 
monitor the implementation of these ideals. As 
the initial focus on political transition shifts to 
rebuilding economies and tackling environmental 
challenges, our region must build upon the 
momentum created by ongoing changes and, 
with increased international cooperation, work 
toward a greater level of regional cooperation.
    
The CMI has shown itself to be willing and very 
capable to provide support to Tunisia as we 
seek to identify public policy solutions to tackle 
complex development challenges associated 
with economic integration, sustainable growth, 
and participatory governance. Since it became 
a member of the CMI in 2009, Tunisia has 
been involved in a number of policy dialogues 
and regional events and has taken advantage 
of opportunities to share knowledge and 

M. HAKIM BEN HAMOUDA

Minister of Economy and Finance, Tunisia

experiences. We have benefited from the CMI’s 
dialogue and knowledge in areas such as green 
growth, local governance, higher education, and 
particularly in relation to the knowledge economy 
and the innovation capacities that lie at the heart 
of Tunisia’s development strategy.    

The independent assessment confirmed the 
unique nature of the CMI as a space to promote 
cooperation and development, and Tunisia 
supports fully the conclusions of this report. The 
renewal of the CMI mandate is an important step 
in ensuring that the process of transition is not 
undermined by a scarcity of regional platforms 
for disseminating knowledge. It is essential that 
each country strengthen its engagement with the 
Center as it prepares to move into its third phase 
and strives to reinforce its relevance, scale up its 
efforts to promote regional dialogue, and amplify 
the analytical and technical work of its partners 
in both the North and South. It is with this aim 
in mind that the CMI will continue to encourage 
convergence through economic, social, and 
environmental change, inviting actors from civil 
society and the public and private sectors to 
move together towards open, equitable, and 
transparent cooperation.  

The process of rebuilding remains fragile and will 
take years to unfold completely. The speed and 
depth of transition will undoubtedly vary among 
countries. Europe’s struggle to find new drivers 
of growth is having serious implications for 
southern economies and serves to accentuate the 
challenges facing countries of the Mediterranean. 
This underlines the urgency of the situation and 
the acute need for countries to work together and 
strengthen dialogue in order to identify solutions 
to our most critical challenges.    
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The Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region has decided to become a member of the 
Center for Mediterranean Integration. Integration across the Mediterranean lies 
at the heart of our international strategy. It is important, therefore, that we seize 
the opportunity to support the CMI, whose presence in Marseille is in line with our 
collective endeavors to place Marseille at the epicenter of Mediterranean cooperation 
with other local authorities and a full spectrum of partners across politics, economics, 
culture, science, and higher education.

The current context presents a stark reminder of the position that the Mediterranean 
region holds at the center of global balances. By turning our backs, we will not 
succeed in building an area that harnesses the peace and prosperity to which we 
aspire. We are, with all citizens from the Mediterranean, part of a common destiny. 
Repercussions of the tragedy in Gaza stretch across the Arab world and are being felt 
in the Maghreb. When individual families are divided between Algiers and Marseille, 
the shockwaves caused by regional events can be momentous and reach as far as 
Paris. 

The Villa Méditerranée, reflecting the wishes of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region, 
arches towards the southern and eastern shores of our shared waters. It stands 
alongside the CMI as an important platform, recognized across the Mediterranean, 
for dialogue and joint activities. This venture serves to support collaboration between 
Arab and European partners, prioritize the exchange of knowledge and students, 
and address the vast shared economic and social perspectives that will facilitate the 
development of joint activities across the countries that border the Mediterranean 
basin. Through this initiative, young people on both sides of the Mediterranean, so 
often constrained by feelings of abandonment and distrust of a world that offers so 
few of the ideals and opportunities to which they aspire, are empowered and able to 
articulate their hopes and expectations. France and the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur 
region are confident that their future is rooted as much in the Mediterranean as it is 
in Europe. 

As they asserted at the Villa Méditerranée during the Anna Lindh Foundation event in 
April 2013, young people from the Mediterranean seek not only to be considered as 
the region’s future, but also its present. The vision of the youth, along with its ongoing 
efforts to shape the Mediterranean area, drives the endeavors of the Provence-
Alpes-Côte d’Azur region as it strives to support its young constituents. Our priority 
is to develop a Mediterranean region that resonates with the expectations of young 
people, and it is to such ends that, with great enthusiasm, the Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur region has decided to join the CMI.  

MICHEL VAUZELLE

Member of French Parliament,  
Vice President of Commission for Foreign Affairs 
President of Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Region
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MOURAD EZZINE

Manager, Center for Mediterranean Integration

Southern Mediterranean countries are undergoing complex transitions. The tragic 
conflicts that continue to consume certain parts of our region create ripple effects 
far beyond its borders. Yet, it is important to keep in mind the tremendous potential 
of these countries, with their young, well-educated populations, their proximity to 
major European and Asian markets, and their natural resources and fertile lands. 
With visionary leadership, democratisation, a culture of tolerance, and sound 
economic reforms this potential can be unlocked to build a brighter future for the 
entire Mediterranean region. Countries have a collective responsibility to scale 
up their cooperation and respond to the current challenges. More than ever, the 
regional context illustrates the critical need for a platform that supports cooperation, 
knowledge exchange, dissemination of best practices, and open dialogue on public 
policy. 

As noted in the independent assessment carried out over the summer of 2014, the 
CMI “represents a unique space and a catalyst for cooperation and development 
in the Mediterranean.” Over the last year the Center consolidated its portfolio of 
activities that can add value to regional transitions. It played a proactive role in 
building partnerships among its members and with other institutions, encouraged 
inclusive and open dialogue, and reached out to a broad range of development 
actors. The success of the Urbanization Knowledge Platform (MENA UKP) and 
the enhanced cooperation with the City of Marseille, the PACA region, and other 
Mediterranean cities reflects the conviction that tangible progress can be achieved 
through sub-national cooperation. The vitality of the work on university governance 
also suggests that institutional progress can result from a multinational and bottom-
up approach. The introduction of the Economic Discussion Series demonstrates 
the Center’s capacity to provide a setting for inclusive debate on complex issues of 
regional interest, such as labor mobility, employment, and inclusion of youth. 

Knowledge lies at the heart of the CMI’s pursuit of its mission. Over the next 
decade, knowledge will be an essential ingredient of the transition of southern 
Mediterranean countries, and the CMI will play an important role in offering member 
countries opportunities to learn from one another, to generate ideas together, and to 
improve policies based on evidence and results. 

Enriched by the diversity of its partners, the CMI takes a unique approach to 
knowledge. Seeking to complement rather than duplicate the efforts of its partners, 
the CMI will focus on identifying and disseminating solutions relevant to a region 



in transition. Its nimble organizational structure allows it to react efficiently to its 
members’ priorities as well as to the fast-changing economic and political context. 

Moving forward, and building on the conclusions and recommendations of the 
independent assessment, as well as on broad consultations with members, the 
CMI has an opportunity to reposition itself as a platform to disseminate and broker 
knowledge. As it approaches the end of its current mandate, the Center presents a 
new strategic framework comprising three business areas: i) Knowledge Sharing 
Platform; ii) Mediterranean Dialogue Forum; and iii) Action-Oriented Programs. 
This framework will serve to refine the Center’s capacity to leverage the diversity and 
richness of its partners and reinforce the Center’s strategic relevance in the region. 

Regional integration will continue to lie at the core of the CMI. Persistent 
unemployment, increasing inequalities, and identity-related tensions on both sides 
of the Mediterranean underline the need for the North and the South to address 
common challenges and opportunities by working together to define new policies for 
cooperation and strategies for action that will create shared growth and prosperity.

CMI ANNUAL REPORT
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Without neglecting the unique aspects of each nation’s transition, the CMI recognizes that communities 
across the southern Mediterranean face similar developmental challenges. The CMI aims to bring 
about regional convergence and consensus on reform, with partnership as one of the most promising 
responses to the current crisis. As a collaborative platform for sharing knowledge and an open space that 
accommodates deliberation, debate, and dialogue, the CMI can help achieve the needed reforms through 
innovative solutions that add value to the efforts of its members and partners without duplicating them. 

SINCE 2009:
ON THE PATH TO REGIONAL INTEGRATION 
 

THE CMI

LOGISTICAL PLATFORM

Information and 
communication technology 
(ICT) tools play an important 
role in supporting the activities 
of the CMI and its partners. 

Logistical support for the 
organization of workshops 
and seminars facilitates the 
exchange and dissemination of 
knowledge. 

As a platform for 
dialogue, the CMI provides a 
neutral and inclusive setting to 
facilitate South-South 
exchanges. 

The CMI has access to a wide 
range of networks and is 
able to convene stakeholders 
from many levels, including 
policy makers, to engage in 
strategic dialogue. 

The CMI’s flexible, collaborative 
arrangements allow it to 
overcome institutional 
constraints and address 
sensitive issues from a 
regional perspective.

CONVENING POWER

Knowledge
By communicating knowledge 
generated by partners to 
regional stakeholders, the 
CMI makes knowledge 
available and helps to connect 
actors at all levels. 

Partnerships
Through the CMI, partners and 
stakeholders create synergies and 
cultivate contacts from a wide 
spectrum of society: government 
actors, the private sector, 
municipalities, civil society 
organizations, regional networks.

Financial resources
World Bank funding and the 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund 
(MDTF) act as an incentive for 
partners to contribute directly 
to programs. 

LEVERAGING POWER

2.1  THE CMI’S ADDED VALUE

Since its creation in 2009, the Center has added value to regional integration through:
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Multi-Donor Trust Fund 
(MDTF) act as an incentive for 
partners to contribute directly 
to programs. 

LEVERAGING POWER

2.2  THE CMI IN NUMBERS

countries 26 Engaged  
 with

255Connected 
with ministries,organizations,

funds, and universities

2,365 Welcomed
participants 

Supported 29multi-partner programs

Produced9major reports 

Organized 273 conferences and workshops
in 37 cities

Issued 55 publications

Published35 blogs 

Generated 220 media mentions 

Developed 27action plans for cities/countries

Since its creation in 2009, 
the CMI has
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EGYPT
Since the inception of the CMI, Egypt has been 
actively involved in policy dialogues and regional 
events. It has used such opportunities to share 
knowledge and participate actively in many 
CMI programs: Trade and Economic Integration, 
Knowledge Economy, Higher Education, Banking 
Regulation, Innovation Capacities, Green Growth, 
Cities and Climate Change, MENA Urbanization 
Knowledge Platform, Sustainable Urban 
Development, and Sustainable Urban Transport. 

INTEGRATED ECONOMIES
Egypt has strengthened the governance of its 
higher education institutions through the CMI’s 
network of universities. Over the past three years, 
it has participated in the analytical work on higher 
education, which culminated in the publication of 

Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia, in addition to France, the European Investment Bank, 
and the World Bank, are founding members of the CMI. Since becoming members, these countries 
have been actively involved in CMI programs, policy dialogues, and regional events. Through the CMI 
platform, they have shared experiences and learned from one another. The following sections provide 
an overview of the main CMI activities in specific countries, from the beginning of their membership.

a report on benchmarking university governance 
in June 2013. This report documented the findings 
of the University Governance Screening Card, in 
which 13 Egyptian higher education institutions 
involved in the community of practice took part. 
Members of the network of 100 MENA (Middle 
East and North Africa) universities involved in this 
program discuss their best practices and their 
individual institutional action plans on governance 
issues. Going forward, Egyptian universities will 
continue to benefit from this network to improve 
their governance and quality assurance. 

Egypt has taken part in high-level discussions 
on the knowledge economy. The CMI’s work 
on the knowledge economy for the Arab world 
calls for a new type of development model based 

2.3  THE CMI IN MEMBER COUNTRIES
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on knowledge and innovation and entails active 
engagement with Egypt. The report, Transforming 
Arab Economies: Traveling the Knowledge and 
Innovation Road, has a particular focus on the 
internal dynamics of the knowledge economy in 
the MENA Region. A CMI mission to Cairo in June 
2013 disseminated and discussed the report’s 
findings. Egyptian officials have agreed with 
other MENA countries to place a knowledge- and 
innovation-driven model at the heart of their new 
development strategies. The Egyptian strategy 
focuses on well-informed policies and on building 
and strengthening the knowledge base in key 
development areas to serve as the basis for new 
policy reforms, including upstream consultations 
on new partner-led collaborations. 

Egypt has shown strong commitment to the 
Innovation Capacities program, and the CMI is 
developing benchmarking tools to monitor and 
assess MENA countries’ innovation performance 
and policies. In November 2014, Egypt hosted 
a regional expert workshop to develop an 
internationally comparable innovation scoreboard 
for MENA countries at the headquarters of the 
Arab League of States in Cairo. Participants 
from the region benefited from an international 
perspective and discussed their respective 
countries’ national innovation systems. They 
engaged in a discussion of the need for and 
relevance of key indicators and tools to measure 
and articulate their national innovation strategies. 
The final outcome should be the creation of a 
MENA innovation scoreboard that will show 
countries’ performance on innovation and allow 
cross-country benchmarking and thus foster 
regional integration. Earlier, in October 2012, at 
the invitation of the Egyptian Ministry of Scientific 
Research and in coordination with the European 
Commission’s innovation programs in the 
Mediterranean (MIRA), the CMI participated in 
an innovation conference in Cairo and moderated 
a session entitled Collaboration Opportunities: 
Regional and Research.

The CMI is actively involved in knowledge 
sharing, notably in the area of trade and economic 
integration. Egypt, one of the seven countries 

targeted by the World Bank report, Over the 
Horizon: A New Levant, is well positioned to 
benefit from dynamic gains through integration, 
given its geographical proximity to major 
markets. Furthermore, similarities in stages of 
economic development, resource endowments, 
or factor costs generate strong potential to benefit 
from competitiveness and complementarities. 
A workshop convening government officials 
from the seven countries, representatives of the 
private sector, and international investors led to 
the adoption of the Levant Declaration, which 
takes stock of technical inputs and adopts formal 
decisions to strengthen integration. 

A forthcoming program on public-private 
partnerships (PPPs) will also be of benefit to Egypt. 
It will focus on enhancing PPPs in the transport 
sector in order to foster the regional integration 
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of the southern Mediterranean. By building 
capacity, strengthening institutional settings, and 
encouraging peer-to-peer knowledge exchange 
among beneficiary countries on the identification 
and preparation of PPP projects, the program will 
provide critical support for the implementation of 
much-needed regional infrastructure projects.

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 
A CMI high-level dialogue helped to raise 
awareness and formulate policies on green 
growth, in particular green accounting. A Green 
Accounting and WAVES Partnership workshop 
held in Marseille in March 2012 was attended 
by Egyptian ministers who expressed interest in 
working toward better management of natural 
assets by joining the Natural Capital Accounting 
(NCA) initiative of the Wealth Accounting and the 
Valuation of Ecosystem Services (WAVES). Egypt 
is one of the first countries in the MENA Region 
to consider natural capital accounting as a means 
to encourage green growth, reduce poverty, and 
create jobs.

Aspects of climate change are also addressed 
through urban programs. A CMI report on 
Alexandria revealed various risks related to 
climate change (seismicity, marine subversion, 
coastal erosion, flooding, water scarcity) that are 
likely to increase in the next 20 years. It furnished 
information for policy makers and proposed 
adaptation strategies in the form of action plans. A 
cost-benefit analysis of each adaptation measure 
was also carried out to facilitate better-informed 
policy decisions and ensure better monitoring. 

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE
A CMI workshop on sustainable cities with the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina in June 2014 showcased a 
number of urban development projects that could 
be implemented in the Governorate of Alexandria 
and also serve as a basis for other Mediterranean 
cities to prepare their development agenda. 
The event engaged the donor community and 
mobilized networks and experience from CMI 
urban development programs throughout the 
Mediterranean. Topics included urban mobility, 
urban upgrading and renewal, exploitation of 
underutilized urban areas, and institutional 
setups. The event combined a project preparation 
exercise focused on Alexandria’s needs with a 
regional orientation for the benefit of partner 
Mediterranean cities involved in CMI programs. 

As part of the Arab Youth Initiative (AYI) Egypt 
convened the Arab Researchers’ Capacity 
Development Workshop in Cairo in September 
2014. Given the lack of available data on the 
innovation capacities and performance of MENA 
countries, the aim of this expert meeting was 
to initiate the development of a tool that is well 
adapted to the MENA Region’s particularities.

With the support of the Egyptian authorities, 
the CMI held a workshop on social protection 
and employment in Cairo at the end of 2012. Its 
primary aim was to share with Egyptian partners 
a variety of tools and practices to address 
unemployment and job creation, to support active 
labor market programs, and to take measures to 
stimulate employment in Egypt.

JORDAN
Since it became a member of the CMI in 2009, Jordan has been involved in a number of policy dialogues 
and regional events. It has taken advantage of opportunities to share knowledge and experiences 
and has participated actively in many CMI programs: Trade and Economic Integration, Knowledge 
Economy, Banking Regulation, Water Resources Management, Sustainable Urban Development, and 
the Arab Youth Initiative. It is also involved in communities of practice: the Urbanization Knowledge 
Platform, the Regional Governance and Knowledge Generation Project, and Innovation Capacities. As 
interest in CMI networks has increased, two private universities expressed their desire to be part of the 
higher education network and became associate members during the past year. They are now able to 
participate in certain network activities and benchmark themselves against other MENA universities in 
order to improve their performance.
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INTEGRATED ECONOMIES
The CMI is actively involved in knowledge 
sharing, notably in the area of trade and 
economic integration. Jordan is one of the 
seven countries targeted by the World Bank’s 
report, Over the Horizon: A New Levant. Jordan 
appears well positioned to benefit from dynamic 
gains through integration given its geographical 
proximity to major markets. Furthermore, 
similarities in stages of economic development, 
resource endowments, or factor costs generate 
strong potential to benefit from competitiveness 

and complementarities. A workshop convening 
government officials from all member states, 
representatives of the private sector, and 
international investors led to the adoption of 
the Levant Declaration, which takes stock of 
technical inputs and adopts formal decisions to 
strengthen integration. 

Jordan has benefited from CMI learning 
opportunities to build innovation capacities 
through science and technology parks in order to 
maximize exploitation of knowledge, technology 
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transfer, and business creation. Related activities 
have provided decision-making guidance for 
policy makers when designing and building 
science and technology parks, technology 
transfer offices, and incubators. These events 
led to the formation of a group of science park 
practitioners in the MENA Region and facilitated 
contact with international expertise on good 
practice (International Association of Science 
Parks, role models).

training sessions on the economic approach to 
water demand management. This combination 
of capacity building with strategic dialogue was 
labeled by the sixth World Water Forum. The 
implementation of an economic approach to water 
demand management increased the Government 
of Jordan’s ability to develop sound priorities for 
water management. 

Other activities raise awareness of the impact 
of environmental degradation on human health. 
The goal of the Environmental Health Initiative 
was to improve analysis for decision makers 
by proposing a multi-sector approach, closing 
knowledge gaps in the region, and improving 
communication with policy makers about key 
priorities. It also offered advisory services by 
convening a regional community of experts to 
foster South-South learning. It sought to raise 
countries’ awareness and ownership by designing 
a strategic regional framework and promoting 
common engagement on environmental health. 
The Jordanian Government is committed to 
addressing the issue of environmental health, 
which is critical for the region, and to mobilizing 
resources for this purpose. An inter-agency 
meeting established a platform for common 
action to develop and implement policies and 
strategies. The platform will identify instruments 
that are well aligned and environmentally sound, 
taking into account existing challenges, needs, 
and opportunities. 

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE
The Open Government Initiative has helped to 
achieve a better understanding of the demand 
for justice-sector services for the poor in Jordan. 
A comprehensive analysis of a survey of 10,000 
households on the justice system was conducted, 
with data disaggregated by families’ expenditure 
levels. It provided valuable insight on how the 
poor interact with courts and lawyers. The data 
and analysis were included in the World Bank’s 
Country Gender Assessment of Jordan, in relation 
to poor women, and was used in a high-level 
workshop endorsed by H. M. King Abdullah to 
discuss improving access to justice. The CMI has 
also supported legal aid programs implemented 
by a Jordanian civil society organization (CSO), 
the Justice Center for Legal Aid.

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
Jordan is well advanced in its endeavors to 
ensure sustainable development. It has shown 
strong leadership and interest in this field and has 
participated in many CMI activities. It hosted an 
important workshop on solid waste management 
and is involved in the energy efficiency aspect of 
green growth. 

Jordan has benefited from CMI analytical work 
and services to improve water management with 
a number of studies, including a scenario-based 
case study on the future of its water resources. A 
national seminar, with strong commitment from 
ministers and high-level government officials, was 
organized to discuss the findings of these studies. 
It included a capacity-building component, with 
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INTEGRATED ECONOMIES
Lebanon has shown strong interest in education 
and training and is part of the CMI regional 
university network, which collected data on 
29 Lebanese higher education institutions. 
The findings (for 16 of these universities) were 
published in June 2013 as part of a report on 
benchmarking university governance, which 
analyzed higher education governance trends in 
100 universities across the MENA Region. The 
website of the benchmarking tool is hosted by 
one of Center’s Lebanese partners. The Lebanese 
director general for higher education attended 
the last regional workshop in 2014. During this 
CMI event involving a regional dialogue on 
governance and quality assurance in higher 
education, government representatives discussed 
a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
on cooperation on external quality assurance. 
The Lebanese Government (in the person of the 
director general for higher education) and the 
American University of Beirut invited the regional 

LEBANON
Since the CMI’s launch in 2009, Lebanon has been an active member of the CMI and has participated 
in many policy dialogues and regional events. It has been able to share knowledge and to participate 
actively in CMI programs: Trade and Economic Integration, Banking Regulation, Higher Education, 
Green Growth, Sustainable Urban Development, Sustainable Urban Transport, Cities for a New 
Generation, MENA Urbanization Knowledge Platform, and Employment and Social Protection. 

network to co-host the next regional higher 
education event with the CMI in the coming year.

The CMI is actively involved in knowledge 
sharing, notably in the area of trade and economic 
integration. Lebanon, one of the seven countries 
targeted by the World Bank report, Over the 
Horizon: A New Levant, is well positioned to 
benefit from dynamic gains through integration, 
given its geographical proximity to major 
markets. Furthermore, similarities in stages of 
economic development, resource endowments, 
or factor costs generate strong potential to benefit 
from competitiveness and complementarities. 
A workshop convening government officials 
from the seven countries, representatives of the 
private sector, and international investors led to 
the adoption of the Levant Declaration, which 
takes stock of technical inputs and adopts formal 
decisions to strengthen integration.
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
A study of the City of Beirut by the German Federal 
Enterprise for International Cooperation’s Regional 
Network for Integrated Waste Management in the 
MENA Region (GIZ/SWEEP-Net) and the CMI, 
which used a new methodology for measuring 
the cost of environmental degradation, contains 
influential arguments for urban decision makers. The 
study analyzed solid waste management policies 
and strategies with the active participation of Beirut’s 
municipal services, and was a first step in an effort to 
benchmark the cost of environmental degradation 
and provide for comparisons between cities.

Through the Regional Governance and 
Knowledge Generation Project, Lebanon is 
also involved in efforts to extend and improve 
the enforcement of its environment policy. A 
socioeconomic assessment of maritime activities 
is being carried out and disseminated in national 
and regional workshops. Environmental audits 
and environmental management plans for 14 
industrial enterprises were completed to give 
upstream support to the Lebanese Pollution 
Abatement Project (LEPAP). There was also a 
strategic environmental assessment of the new 
Lebanese water sector strategy.

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE 
Lebanon has been involved in activities to improve 
sustainable urban development and to help build 
local authorities’ capacities to implement urban 
development strategies successfully. In close 
collaboration with the municipality of Saida and 
in the framework of the CMI’s Cities for a New 
Generation program, the CMI addressed key urban 
development challenges and produced studies on 
human resources, social accountability, and the 
national urbanization framework. The CMI has 
worked with the city to facilitate consideration of 
the study findings. National representatives pointed 
out a lack of ministerial coordination at local and 
national level and insufficient tools for sustainable 
urban planning to be able to formulate policies for 
the long term. These were identified as key issues to 
be resolved to help strengthen the city development 
strategy in its next stage. The three reports—on 
human resources, social accountability, and the 
urbanization framework—have been finalized and 
approved by the Municipality of Saida. 
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The CMI supports access to administrative and 
justice services for Lebanon’s poor through 
the Open Government Initiative. To develop an 
understanding of the demand for services for 
the poor in Lebanon, a survey of stakeholders 
was conducted in Baalbak-Hermel, one of the 
poorest areas of Lebanon. It identified priorities 
for poor communities, such as access to personal 
documents. 

In the area of employment and social protection, 
the CMI has addressed current features of the 

Lebanese labor market and employment situation, 
with a focus on young people and women. 
Employability and training were the subject of 
a CMI report whose recommendations were 
discussed at a workshop in Beirut in September 
2014. The workshop helped identify economic 
sectors with the potential to create jobs, especially 
for youth, and made recommendations for policy 
reforms and prioritization of investments, with an 
emphasis on private-sector involvement in the 
design and delivery of technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET). 

MOROCCO
Since the launch of the CMI in 2009, Morocco has been a very active member. It has participated in policy 
dialogues and networks and been involved in all regional programs: Trade and Economic Integration, 
International Labor Mobility, Higher Education, Innovation Capacities, Knowledge Economy, Banking 
Regulation, Green Growth, Water Resources Management, Sustainable Urban Transport, Sustainable 
Urban Development, Cities and Climate Change, Integrated Risk Management, MENA Urbanization 
Knowledge Platform, Cities for a New Generation, CoMun, Open Government Initiative, and Arab 
Youth Initiative. 

INTEGRATED ECONOMIES
Through the International Labor Mobility 
program the CMI has provided policy diagnosis, 
knowledge, and technical tools to help improve 
Morocco’s migration policies and strategy. 
The program draws on the experience of 
international labor intermediation systems and 
looks at ways to enhance existing bilateral labor 
intermediation with key destination markets, 
especially Germany. The CMI helped to increase 
the Moroccan Public Employment Agency’s 
(ANAPEC) capacity to design targeted bilateral 
labor mobility schemes with receiving countries. 
It addressed the design and implementation 
gaps in bilateral social security arrangements 
with receiving countries in order to pave the way 
for enhanced portability of pension and health 
rights in Morocco’s main migration corridors. 
In February 2014, the Moroccan Ministry of 
Employment and Social Affairs endorsed the 
CMI’s 2013 recommendations in the study 
“Intermediation for Overseas Employment in 
Morocco: A Diagnostic of the System and Related 
Policy Options.” This has set the groundwork for 
a pilot project and possible partnership between 

ANAPEC and GIZ to facilitate labor mobility and 
joint training arrangements between the two 
countries in strategic employment sectors. 
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from the activities and network of the Regional 
Governance and Knowledge Generation Project. 
It is an active member of a participatory process 
for strategic territorial governance and planning 
in pilot sites at the community level. Training and 
studies are carried out in order to share best 
practices and exchange experience.

The CMI supports the Government of Morocco 
in tackling the management of overexploited 
groundwater resources. A national workshop 
on groundwater resources management was 
held in Rabat, as part of the CMI program on 
water demand management co-led by the 
French Development Agency (AFD) and Plan 
Bleu: Environment and Development in the 
Mediterranean. The workshop took place in the 
framework of the Government of Morocco’s 
green growth program, as a meeting of the Water 
Thematic Group, which regularly convenes the 
Moroccan Department of Water, international 
financing institutions, and donors. The workshop 
was designed according to a concept developed 
by the CMI and the AFD’s Center for Financial, 

In the area of human development, Morocco 
has participated in the analytical work on higher 
education for the past four years. Nine Moroccan 
institutions of higher education are part of the 
community of practice and share best practices 
within a network of 100 MENA universities. 
Members of the network discuss their best 
practices and their individual institutional action 
plans, with a focus on governance issues. 
Moroccan universities seek to benefit from this 
network to improve their governance and quality 
assurance. 

To address its innovation capacities, Morocco 
is part of the CMI’s network of science and 
technology practitioners. It has focused on 
science and technology parks as a way to 
maximize technology transfer, the exploitation of 
knowledge, and business creation. The Moroccan 
Government has been receiving guidance from 
CMI on ways to create effective innovative 
ecosystems in and around science and technology 
parks. 

Growth and employment are at the heart of 
Morocco’s interest in the knowledge economy. 
The CMI prepared a report on the Moroccan 
knowledge economy at the request of the 
Moroccan Ministry of Economy and Finance to 
help it design integrated strategies encompassing 
the economic and institutional regime, education, 
innovation, and ICT. The action plan highlighted the 
importance of an overall coordinating body. The 
report was discussed at a national consultation 
in April 2013 with the minister of economy and 
finance, the private sector, and civil society. In 
addition, the CMI flagship report, Transforming 
Arab Economies: Traveling the Knowledge and 
Innovation Road, was launched in Morocco. It 
led to the Rabat Declaration, which stated that a 
knowledge- and innovation-driven model should 
be at the heart of the region’s development 
strategies. 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
Following a CMI event on green growth, Morocco 
officially expressed interest in joining WAVES. 
Rabat is now the subject of a GIZ/SWEEP-Net 
and CMI study of solid waste and the cost of 
environmental degradation with a view to finding 
innovative solutions. Morocco also benefits 
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Economic and Banking Studies (CEFEB), and 
labeled by the World Water Forum, which 
combines training and knowledge-sharing 
activities with strategic discussions on countries’ 
policy agenda. The participants included the 
ministers for water and agriculture, and it was 
an opportunity to exchange knowledge on the 
economics of common resources; take stock of 
recent advances and good practice on aquifer 
contracts as innovative tools for groundwater 
management; and develop a common vision and 
concrete proposals for the optimal structure and 
content of aquifer contracts. Official instructions 
for the development of such contracts at inter-
ministerial level trigger the disbursements of the 
World Bank’s Green Growth Development Policy 
Loan. 

The CMI Sustainable Urban Transport program 
aims to develop an integrated approach to 
efficient and sustainable urban transport policies 
and systems in order to meet the pressing need 
for urban mobility in the Mediterranean. To this 
end, policy workshops called National Urban 
Transport Days (NUTD) are organized. The 
Moroccan workshop, held in 2013, discussed 
key reform issues, including the institutional 
organization of transport systems (the need to 
coordinate the many decision-making centers) 
and the long-term financing of public transport 
(the establishment of an investment fund). 

Morocco also participated in the Leaders in Urban 
Transport Planning (LUTP) capacity-building 
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program. A session designed for Moroccan 
senior managers aimed at developing leadership 
capabilities and structured decision making 
in order to deal with the complexity of urban 
transport systems, and at creating a network 
to share best practices among participants 
and organizers. In addition, the session was 
an opportunity to prepare future projects to be 
implemented in Morocco with World Bank or 
AFD funding.

The CMI provides tools for mainstreaming 
climate change in cities’ planning documents. 
These tools include three steps: i) evaluation 
of the vulnerabilities of urban areas to climate 
change and natural disasters up to the year 
2030; ii) development of action plans to improve 
cities’ capacities to adapt to climate change 
and their preparedness for natural disasters; 
iii) dissemination of the results of the study 
among local stakeholders. Through the steering 
committee, the Moroccan stakeholders were 
actively involved in the risk assessment and 
the action plan proposal. The studies helped 
to increase knowledge, and they included an 
assessment of the costs and benefits of each 
adaptation measure to help policy makers make 
informed decisions, monitor developments, and 
assess results. For the area of Mohammedia, the 
action plan suggested improving early warning 
systems for tsunamis and restricting urban 
development.

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE 
Morocco’s integrated risk management is 
innovative, as it aims at managing risks across 
different sectors and categories of risk. The 
CMI provided the Government of Morocco with 
strategic technical assistance to help improve 
its risk management capacity. It presented a 
preliminary guidance paper to the Moroccan 
Government as a starting point for building its 
strategy over the next few years. The strategy is 
expected to be government-driven, with sector 
action plans to be vetted through consultations 
from time to time. Through the CMI’s mobilization 
of world experts on risk management, the 
Government received support for developing a 
way to use their fund for disaster risk management 
(which has disbursed US$200 million over the past 
five years) that would be in line with international 
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best practice. This work provided the basis for the 
preparation of a World Bank lending operation to 
support a national integrated risk management 
approach. 

For Marrakech, a concrete action plan for 
economic and governance reforms, based on 
an in-depth and comprehensive diagnosis of 
the main urban development challenges, was 
prepared in a highly participatory manner. Under 
Cities for a New Generation, the CMI addressed 
key urban development challenges and produced 
studies on human resources, social accountability, 
financial resources, and the national urbanization 
framework. The analysis of local finances identified 
options for improving revenue generation, 
better managing municipal assets, and finding 
more sustainable and diversified sources of 
funding for its development strategy. The study 
provides operational recommendations for a 
better alignment of its strategy with its financial 
resources.

Morocco is part of the CoMun learning network 
for exchange of experience on municipal and 
urban development issues. Its overall objective 
is to reinforce cities as key players in national, 
regional, and local development and to increase 
the diffusion of sustainable solutions in priority 
urban sectors. About 30 Moroccan municipalities 
cooperate in four thematic networks (public 
transport, waste management, rehabilitation of 
medinas, and energy efficiency). These networks 
encompass a wide range of stakeholders: 
municipalities and local authorities, as well as 
decentralized administrations, universities, and 
civil society. Through these networks, CoMun 
provides technical assistance and promotes 
peer-to-peer exchanges in order to increase 
municipalities’ capacities and knowledge.

The CMI also addresses the justice sector and 
works on improving legal aid services for the most 
vulnerable, including women and those living in 
remote areas. The Open Government Initiative 
was founded as a direct response to concerns 
expressed by Morocco’s representatives to 
the CMI regarding the profound governance 
challenges facing countries in transition. 
Representatives from Moroccan CSOs and 
Morocco’s justice system participated in two CMI 
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TUNISIA
Since 2009, Tunisia has been deeply involved in the CMI’s work and has participated in many policy 
dialogues and regional events. It has used these occasions to share knowledge and to participate 
actively in CMI programs: Trade and Economic Integration, Higher Education, Knowledge Economy, 
Banking Regulation, International Labor Mobility, Green Growth, Water Resources Management, MENA 
Urbanization Knowledge Platform, Public-Private Partnerships, Sustainable Urban Development, Cities 
for a New Generation, Arab Youth Initiative, and Open Government Initiative.

INTEGRATED ECONOMIES
Tunisia has been involved in the work on 
higher education since the beginning of the 
governance benchmarking work, to which it has 
recently given a new impulse. Fifteen Tunisian 
universities, public and private, are part of the 
community of practice established through the 
program. Members of this network discuss their 
best practices and their individual institutional 
action plans involving governance issues. In June 
2014, a high-level regional workshop was co-
organized (and co-funded) by the Government of 
Tunisia, the World Bank/CMI, the Tunisian Union 
of Industry, Commerce and Trades (UTICA), 
the Tunisian Employers Association, the British 
Council, and the Institut français. Upon invitation 
of the Tunisian minister of higher education, 
government representatives discussed a 
draft MoU on cooperation on external quality 
assurance. Officials and university leaders 
were informed about recent international 
developments in these fields. In addition to 
providing support for implementing the action 
plans, the CMI’s next step will be to support the 
Tunisian Government in strengthening its quality 
assurance agency. 

In relation to the knowledge economy, Tunisian 
officials agreed with other MENA countries 
to place a knowledge- and innovation-driven 
model at the heart of new regional development 

workshops on ways to improve access to justice 
for the poor. The workshops addressed issues 
such as the delivery of services to remote areas 
and the development of hotline services and self-
help tools. Knowledge generated through CMI-
supported activities in the region has also helped 
guide the development of a legal aid program 
in Morocco, financed by the Japan Social 
Development Fund. 

strategies. The CMI presented a strategic 
knowledge economy note on Tunisia, which 
was discussed with the minister of development 
and international cooperation and UTICA. It 
contributed to UTICA’s Vision 2020 and to 
the Tunisian annual report on the knowledge 
economy, prepared by the Tunisian Institute of 
Competitiveness and Quantitative Studies (IEQ). 

To develop its innovation capacities, Tunisia 
participates in the work on science and technology 
parks and in the related practitioner network to 
exchange knowledge and increase its capacity 
to create effective innovative ecosystems in and 
around these parks. The objective is to maximize 
technology transfer, exploitation of knowledge, 
and business creation.

The CMI undertook a diagnosis of Tunisian 
policies on the economic and employment 
aspects of international labor mobility. Many 
stakeholders were involved in discussions aimed 
at improving Tunisia’s policy on international 
labor mobility, ranging from private recruitment 
agencies to diaspora organizations. Following 
the policy diagnosis, Tunisia was able to share 
ideas on important features of international labor 
intermediation systems and effective ways to 
enhance existing bilateral labor intermediation 
with key destination markets, including France. 

As part of the Arab Youth Initiative the CMI 
provided policy advice and technical support 
for the preparation and implementation of the 
National Youth Strategy in Morocco, which 
resulted in the Government’s request for a new 
lending operation. 
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
Tunisia’s long-standing interest in green growth 
is clear from its contribution to the CMI’s MED 
Report, Towards Green Growth in Mediterranean 
Countries. Recent analytical activities have 
addressed solid waste. In collaboration with 
GIZ/SWEEP-Net, the CMI used evidence-based 
information to assess Tunisia’s solid waste 
policies and strategies. The study is a first step 
in undertaking a benchmarking of the cost of 
environmental degradation and a comparative 
study of cities. A new methodology to evaluate 
the cost of environmental degradation was piloted 
and revealed that mismanagement of solid waste 
means huge economic losses. A similar study on 
Djerba is under way. 

The CMI also looked at adaptation and resilience 
to climate change. The report on Greater Tunis, 
with recommendations to deal with floods more 
effectively, was fully adopted by local decision makers. 

In terms of management of water resources 
and of water demand, a CMI workshop was 
held in March 2014 in Tunis on water demand 
management options for local governments, with 
a focus on the city of Sfax. It advised on local 
policies on water management, enabled learning 
about an economic approach to water demand 
management, and helped to increase the capacity 
of local authorities. The CMI also organized a 
donor coordination event in Marseille for the 
Tunisian National Public Water Supply Utility 
(SONEDE), which resulted in important financial 
contributions.

Tunisia is an active member of the Regional 
Governance and Knowledge Generation Project. 
It participates in strategic territorial governance 
and planning in pilot sites at the community level. 
Through training and studies, participants share 
best practices and exchange experiences related 
to the sea and shipping practices.

The CMI Sustainable Urban Transport program 
provides support for developing strategic planning 
and implementing public transport systems at 
national level. In December 2012, a National 
Urban Transport Day was organized in Tunis. It 

focused on investment and governance issues in 
the Greater Tunis area and in intermediate Tunisian 
cities facing major transport challenges. Tunisian 
officials also had an opportunity to participate in 
LUTP training sessions held in Marseille. These 
aimed at developing leadership capabilities and 
structured decision making in order to deal with 
the complexity of urban transport systems and 
creating a network to share best practices among 
participants and organizers. LUTP sessions 
were also an opportunity for upstream project 
preparation, notably regarding the regional 
railway network of Greater Tunis.

PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE
CoMun helps to develop local democratic 
structures and governance. It supports 
municipalities in their search for solutions to 
complex urban challenges. It provides advice on 
technical issues relating to urban development, 
such as waste management, to twelve 
municipalities (Ben Gardane, Djerba Midoun, 
Gabès, Gafsa, Jendouba, Kasserine, Menzel 
Bourguiba, Monastir, Sfax, Siliana, Sousse, and 
Tunis). CoMun also helps Tunisian municipalities 
to improve their exchanges with their citizens. 
The cities of Siliana and Menzel Bourgiba have 
launched a one-stop shop and four Tunisian cities 
have approved participatory budgeting process. 
The program also supported youth projects 
in three cities following a Contest of Ideas for 
Youth. In partnership with the Training Center 
for Decentralization Processes (CFAD), CoMun 
develops training sessions and workshops on 
local democracy and participation for municipal 
leaders. At national level, the program works with 
the National Federation of Tunisian Cities (FNVT) 
to reinforce their capacity to provide services 
to member cities and represent the interests of 
municipalities at government level. The program 
also gave technical guidance to the National 
Constituent Assembly on local governance 
(empowerment of cities), decentralization, and 
citizen participation (Chapter 7 on pouvoir local of 
the new Tunisian constitution).

Under Cities for a New Generation, the CMI 
addressed key urban development challenges 
and produced studies on human resources, social 
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accountability, and the national urbanization 
framework. The last of these analyzed Tunisia’s 
national urbanization framework, including how 
national urban policies hinder and/or facilitate 
the local implementation of a city development 
strategy. The social accountability report 
discussed the greater involvement of citizens in 
planning and local decision-making processes 
and was complemented by CMI workshops with 
stakeholders. 

As part of the Open Government Initiative, the 
CMI completed an initial assessment of the 
capacity of the Tunisian Public Sector Complaints 
Mechanism attached to the Office of the Prime 
Minister. It identified priority needs, such as 
better case management procedures and 
outreach. It also supported an international 
knowledge-exchange seminar in Tunisia in May 
2014 which brought together 20 representatives 
from a range of departments under the Office of 
the Prime Minister to focus on open government 
reforms, notably public petitions and public 
consultations. As Tunisia is a new member of the 
Open Government Initiative, there is demand for 
continued support through technical expertise 
and South-South learning on key reforms under 
way in this area.

Arab youth organizations participated in 
networking days in Tunisia in order to enhance 
their collaboration and increase awareness 
of their causes. The event was attended by 24 
representatives of youth organizations from 
different regions of Tunisia. It was co-sponsored 
by Tunisia’s National Observatory of Youth 
(ONJ), the European Youth Forum, the Italian 
Youth Forum, and the Spanish Youth Council. 
This networking should lead to greater national-
level cooperation and representation of youth 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). With 
the support of the CMI, a study, Tunisia: Breaking 
the Barriers to Youth Inclusion, was prepared 
and published in October 2014. It contributed to 
cross-sectoral youth policy making and served to 
stimulate public debate.
 



THE CMI’S PROGRAMS

Programs are the foundation of the CMI’s activity. They reflect demand from members and partners 
and respond to identified regional development needs. While the Center’s programs vary in maturity, 
each contributed to regional development and integration in the course of 2014. CMI programs are 
organized around three broad themes:

2014
THE YEAR IN REVIEW

1. INTEGRATED ECONOMIES

The CMI targets the overarching economic 
objective of the Mediterranean region—job 
creation—through higher productivity, reforms 
to promote knowledge and innovation, and 
exploitation of the linkages available through 
migration, trade, investment, and infrastructures. 
In 2014 the active programs are: 

Banking Regulation

Higher Education 

Innovation Capacities

International Labor Mobility

Knowledge Economy

Public-Private Partnerships

Trade and Economic Integration 

2. SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

The Mediterranean region—unevenly rich in 
energy resources, universally poor in water 
resources, and everywhere vulnerable to 
environmental risk—cannot afford, even in these 
constrained socioeconomic times, not to build 
a strong green dimension into its growth and 
development strategies. Sustainable Growth has 
two components: an environmental one (water, 

green growth) and an urban one (cities and 
climate change, sustainable urban transport, 
strategic urban development). The CMI is 
exploring a transversal approach to this theme. In 
2014 the active programs are:

 Cities and Climate Change

 Green Growth
- Climate Change 
- Energy Efficiency
- Solid Waste Management
- Regional Governance and Knowledge 

Generation Project

 Integrated Risk Management

 Sustainable Urban Development

 Sustainable Urban Transport

Water Demand Management

 Water Resources Management

3. PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE

At a time of economic and social uncertainty, 
when local and national governments face great 
pressure to deal with living conditions and create 
opportunities for investment, populations across 
the Mediterranean are lobbying for smarter, 
more democratic public services that will more 

3.1 
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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

effectively represent their interests and needs. 
It is this ongoing climate of openness and 
transparency that inspires the CMI’s Participatory 
Governance theme, which works to strengthen 
institutional capacities and to support civil society 
actors in decision-making processes in order to 
empower cities, citizens, and local governments. 
Its five key constituent components are local 
empowerment and development, employment 
and social protection, initiatives on open 
government, Arab youth, and the cross-cutting 
theme of gender. In 2014 the active programs 
are:

Arab Youth Initiative

 Cities for a New Generation

 CoMun: Cooperation of Cities and Municipalities 
in the Maghreb Region

 Employment and Social Protection 

 MENA Urbanization Knowledge Platform

 Open Government Initiative

The program activities described below cover the 
period from November 2013 to November 2014, 
with the exception of the selected results, which 
cover the entire life the program.
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INTEGRATED
ECONOMIES





BANKING
 REGULATION

The World Bank, Banque de France. 

To share experiences of Euro-Med countries on non-performing loan (NPL) work-outs, and 
consider whether approaches that worked in one jurisdiction can work elsewhere.

To increase awareness of the challenges associated with the Key Attributes for the Resolution of 
Systemically Important Financial Institutions.

To learn from countries’ experience with using asset management companies as tools for dealing 
with high levels of NPLs.

STARTING DATE
NOVEMBER 2013

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNER
EIB.

Algeria, Albania, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Macedonia, Malta, Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia, Turkey. 

34



 Seminar of heads of banking supervision, Non-
Performing-Loans Work-Outs and Bank Resolution in 

Euro-Mediterranean Countries: What Worked? What Did 
Not?, May 2014, CMI premises in Marseille. 

Deepened knowledge/increased capacity: The seminar of the 
heads of banking in May 2014 contributed to regional integration by 

bringing together a wealth of experience and promoting shared understanding. 
It disseminated best practices from around the Mediterranean on NPL work-outs and 

bank restructuring. It helped build capacity to formulate banking policies in the less advanced 
countries of the group.

Improved networks: The seminar led to an informal regional network of heads of banking supervision 
from Algeria, Albania, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Macedonia, 

Malta, Morocco, Slovenia, Spain, Tunisia, and Turkey. Participants identified key recommendations for 
the work-out of NPLs: 

For banks dealing with NPLs: Ensure prudent valuation of collateral, loan classification and provisioning; 
recognize loss early; be prepared for managing larger amounts of NPLs; and reach out to borrowers early.

Supervisor role: Develop and test early detection tools; standardize the prudential reporting of classified loans and 
restructured loans; enforce classification criteria, provisioning and valuation; strengthen loan underwriting; design 

incentives for speedy work-out; ensure customers receive fair treatment and effective advice; work closely with 
market regulators and other authorities to help strengthen the quality and accountability of external auditors of banks.

If NPLs reach high levels, other considerations come into play: coordination of creditors, triage of NPL, out-of-court 
approaches, tax incentives, management of social impacts of large-scale household debt restructuring, capacity of 
commercial courts.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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Generated innovative approaches: Development and application of a 
University Governance Screening Card with the network of 100 universities 

in seven countries. This tool enables MENA universities to compare themselves to 
international standards, define their own set of goals, and establish benchmarks to assess 

progress in achieving them. 

Increased client capacity: Development of action plans, January to May 2014. Working in close 
consultation with the World Bank team, 55 universities developed action plans to improve university 

governance. 

Deepened knowledge through a regional event, held in Tunis in June 2014, with 170 participants from 
nine MENA/African countries, as well as international and European experts. Media coverage scored 33 

hits across five countries (Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia) and in three languages (15 Arabic, 13 
French, 5 English). Additional coverage on three radio stations and one national TV channel.

Informed policy choice (decision making): Ministers and ministerial delegations from the region agreed in 
June 2014 on an MoU prepared by the World Bank/CMI (to be signed), to work together to reward best practices in 

quality assurance initiatives in the region.  

The World Bank.

To enhance universities’ governance and accountability through capacity-building measures, using an evidence-
based and inclusive approach. To meet this objective a University Governance Screening Card (UGSC) has been 
developed by the program and applied across its 100 universities network. 

To foster regional integration through the development of a university network across seven MENA countries to 
enable university stakeholders, including regional and international experts, to exchange best practices in higher 
education through capacity-building workshops, high-level regional events, and publications.

STARTING DATE
DECEMBER 2009

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Seven countries of the MENA Region (Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza) are involved in the 100 universities network. 

Associate members from other countries of the MENA Region (e.g. Djibouti, Jordan). 

The network works with experts from both MENA and Europe (e.g. France, Germany, 
United Kingdom).

HIGHER
EDUCATION

(University Network to Support Governance Reforms)

Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in Education (AROQA); Association of Arab Universities (AArU); 
Arab European Leadership Network in Higher Education (ARELEN); AlmaLaurea; Arab Network for Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education (ANQAHE); British Council; ministries of higher education within the region and 
universities across MENA. 

Close cooperation with the Tunisian Ministry for Higher Education, Scientific Research and the International 
Training Center (ITC), UTICA, and the Institut français de Tunisie for a major regional event in June 2014. 
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 World Bank/Lebanese Higher Education Task Force 
workshop, held in Beirut in March 2014 with the 13 

Lebanese universities that participated in the second 
round of the UGSC exercise. The aim was to focus on 

results and next steps.

 In May 2014, 55 universities from seven MENA countries 
successfully developed action plans in collaboration with 

country focal points and the World Bank team. 

 Regional event in Tunis, From Vision to Action: Strengthening 
the Governance – Quality Assurance Nexus in Higher Education 

in MENA, which hosted 170 university leaders, higher education 
policy makers and experts from ten MENA/African countries, three 

ministers, and three ministerial delegations.

The program audience includes university leaders  
(e.g. presidents, rectors, vice-rectors), and higher 

education policy makers in the region, who work 
alongside experts to improve the quality and 

governance of higher education.

Generated innovative approaches: Development and application of a 
University Governance Screening Card with the network of 100 universities 

in seven countries. This tool enables MENA universities to compare themselves to 
international standards, define their own set of goals, and establish benchmarks to assess 

progress in achieving them. 

Increased client capacity: Development of action plans, January to May 2014. Working in close 
consultation with the World Bank team, 55 universities developed action plans to improve university 

governance. 

Deepened knowledge through a regional event, held in Tunis in June 2014, with 170 participants from 
nine MENA/African countries, as well as international and European experts. Media coverage scored 33 

hits across five countries (Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia) and in three languages (15 Arabic, 13 
French, 5 English). Additional coverage on three radio stations and one national TV channel.

Informed policy choice (decision making): Ministers and ministerial delegations from the region agreed in 
June 2014 on an MoU prepared by the World Bank/CMI (to be signed), to work together to reward best practices in 

quality assurance initiatives in the region.  
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European Investment Bank (EIB).

To help MENA managers of science and technology parks (STPs) improve their management and governance 
skills and to maximize technology transfer, exploitation of knowledge, and business creation. In the medium to 
long term to create a MENA network of science and technology park chief executive officers (CEOs).

To develop an innovation scoreboard adapted to the MENA Region, as a valuable benchmarking tool to monitor 
and assess countries’ innovation performance and policies.

STARTING DATE
2013

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

MENA countries (Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Syria, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza) and UN-ESCWA countries.

INNOVATION
CAPACITIES

Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ISESCO); United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia Technology Center (UN-ESCWA Technology Center).

In addition: Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry of the Organisation for Economic  
Co-operation and Development (OECD); United Nations Development Program (UNDP); 
International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation (IASP).
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Sub-program 1:
 Summary reports, best management practices, benchmarks, 

recommendations, in addition to speakers’ presentations and 
documents published on the CMI, ISESCO, and UN-ESCWA Technology 

Center websites and made available to delegates.

 A recent case study on the best science and technology park in Turkey 
with all tenants and innovation stakeholders presenting their programs/

best practices for the benefit of MENA delegates.  

 The creation of a knowledge hub of STP CEOs and innovation practitioners in 
the region (the online tool used so far is a LinkedIn group).

Sub-program 2:
 The creation of an innovation scoreboard with harmonized statistical indicators to 
evaluate the innovation capacities, resources, and performance of MENA countries. 

It will serve as a benchmarking tool to help countries monitor their progress and 
performance against peers, thereby contributing to regional integration, and will help 

prioritize measures for building and strengthening national innovation capacities. 

 A summary report of the first expert meeting held under this sub-program, 
in addition to speakers’ presentations and documents, is published 

on the CMI and UN-ESCWA Technology Center websites and 
made available to delegates.

 The creation of a group of practitioners in the 
region (three or four from each MENA 

country) to be the interface with the 
CMI/EIB sub-program on the 

innovation scoreboard.

Informed policy choice/improved networks: Sub-program 1: 
Science and Technology Parks: 

This sub-program was successfully launched with a regional workshop on effective 
governance and management models for STPs in the MENA Region (Casablanca, November 

2013). A second activity (a case study) focused on the role of STPs in the creation of value through 
knowledge and technology transfer (Ankara, June 2014).

This sub-program helps policy makers make better decisions when designing and building STP projects, technology 
transfer offices, and other innovation structures. At home, STP managers engage in better-informed dialogue with 

their respective institutions and governments. This sub-program initiated the formation of a MENA community of 
knowledge and STP practitioners (the online tool used so far is a LinkedIn group).

Deepened knowledge/improved networks: Sub-program 2: National Innovation Systems (NIS):

This sub-program was launched with the first expert meeting on national innovation systems in MENA countries 
(Amman, November 2013), which prepared the ground for setting up an innovation scoreboard for MENA, but 
revealed that more work is needed to reach a consensus about the right indicators for the region and data collection. 
Against this backdrop, an expert meeting took place in November 2014 at the headquarters of the Arab League of 
States in Cairo. 

The final outcome should be the creation of the MENA Innovation Scoreboard, which describes countries’ performance 
on innovation, allows for cross-country benchmarking, and fosters regional integration. 

The sub-program contributes to the creation of a community of knowledge and practice in the region (three practitioners 
from each MENA country) with concrete linkages between stakeholders in national innovation systems.
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The World Bank.

To maximize the impact on the development of international labor mobility by reducing institutional, policy, 
and perception barriers to transnational employment through research-based policy development and policy 
piloting and evaluation.

By tackling the institutional, policy-related and perception barriers to international labor mobility (ILM) in 
corridors in and around the Mediterranean, to enhance regional labor market integration and spur economic 
and social development for labor source and destination countries alike.

STARTING DATE
JULY 2012

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

France, Germany, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Libya, Morocco, Qatar, 
Tunisia, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Yemen.

INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR 

Key partners: ANAPEC, Moroccan Ministry of Labor, GIZ, Maytree Foundation.

Other partners: French Ministry of Finance, French Employment Agency, Tunisian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Moroccan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Moroccan Ministry of Labor, Moroccan Ministry of 
Finance, GIZ, German Ministry of Labor, ANAPEC, Maytree Foundation, Bertelsmann Foundation, 
UAE Ministry of Labor, KSA Ministry of Labor, Qatar General Secretariat of Planning and Development.

MOBILITY
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 A transnational training and employment pilot 
program brokered this year by the ILM program 

between Morocco and Germany will demonstrate the 
tremendous potential of institutional alignment to unlock 

employment opportunities and resolve employment 
shortages. It should be valuable for employers and business 

associations that may have been reticent to source workers 
internationally, as well as for national policy makers who can 

use the pilot as a basis for the creation of similar institutional 
arrangements. 

 The ILM program provided technical assistance to three GCC 
countries—Qatar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab 

Emirates—three of the most important destinations for workers from 
the Mashreq region. By recommending policies for regulation of 

recruitment and more accurate recognition of workers’ skills, this technical 
assistance not only assists the efforts of GCC national policy makers, but also 

those of educational and migrant organizations in the Mashreq region. 

 The ILM program began examining perception, the third major barrier to 
international labor mobility, through the launch of LINC-UP (Labor Integration 

Network of Cities and Urban Planners), which brings together academics, local 
policy makers, and practitioners to find innovative responses to challenges for 

integrating migrants in major destination cities. In October, the CMI held a small 
meeting of leading thinkers on migrant integration policy. It developed a list of priorities, 

and identified a path forward for local leaders dealing with these challenges. 

By advancing work in these three areas of international labor mobility, 
the ILM program has contributed to the CMI’s efforts to enhance 

regional economic and social integration through the creation 
and strategic distribution of knowledge products.

Generated innovative approaches: Between November 2013 and 
November 2014, the ILM program designed a pilot employment program 

to increase Moroccan insertion into the German labor market, negotiated the terms 
of the pilot with relevant partners, and obtained funding for its implementation. While the 

Moroccan-German initiative addressed institutional barriers to labor mobility, the program, connected 
with a World Bank program, provided technical assistance to Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (KSA, 

Qatar, UAE) for the development of labor mobility policy in the region. Finally, ILM launched LINC-UP (Labor 
Integration Network of Cities and Urban Planners), an initiative that aims to dismantle perceptions that prevent optimal 
labor mobility outcomes in destination cities.

Informed policy strategy: Based on a thorough policy diagnosis, the ILM team gave Morocco and Tunisia 
information on international labor intermediation systems and ways to enhance existing bilateral labor facilitation 
with key destination markets, including France (for Tunisia) and relatively new destinations such as Germany (for 
Morocco). It provided input to the design of a UAE/Kuwait labor recruitment and skill assessment pilot, which resulted 
in better alignment with labor market needs.
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Deepened knowledge: The regional knowledge economy report 
(Transforming Arab Economies: Traveling the Knowledge and Innovation 

Road, The World Bank, 2013) places a knowledge- and innovation-driven model 
at the heart of new development strategies in the region. Given the diversity of the Arab 

world, it does not provide a single approach but offers examples from the region, as well as from 
countries ranging from Finland to Korea that have implemented effective strategies to maximize the 

use of knowledge. 

Informed policy choice: The development of the regional knowledge economy report involved 
extensive consultations in Morocco and Tunisia. The report was also disseminated in Algeria, Beirut, 

Cairo, Cambridge, and Qatar.

Rabat Declaration on the Knowledge Economy: The regional knowledge economy conference for the Arab 
world in June 2013 included the dissemination of the regional report and concluded with the Rabat Declaration 

which reaffirmed the interest of organizations and representatives of the relevant Arab states in organizing 
a state summit for leaders of the Arab world in the coming two years that would lead to the development of a 

common knowledge- and innovation-driven agenda for the region.  

The World Bank.

To place a new, knowledge-based, productivity-driven growth model at the center of development strategies 
for countries in the Mediterranean region. 

To develop a model of economic growth that is based on knowledge and innovation, following the overall 
movement toward the knowledge economy in the MENA Region. In addition to reinforcing regional integration, 
the model aims to create millions of decent jobs and to stimulate economic growth. 

In its next phase (2015-20) the program will focus on Tunisia, with a report that will offer a new vision for 
Tunisia to adapt to and implement the knowledge economy.

STARTING DATE
2011 

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

MENA Region.

KNOWLEDGE
ECONOMY 

ISESCO, EIB, INSEAD, European Commission (EC) and others.
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The team is currently working on a report on the 
development of the knowledge economy focused on 

Tunisia for 2015-20. It will be disseminated throughout 
FY15. 

Deepened knowledge: The regional knowledge economy report 
(Transforming Arab Economies: Traveling the Knowledge and Innovation 

Road, The World Bank, 2013) places a knowledge- and innovation-driven model 
at the heart of new development strategies in the region. Given the diversity of the Arab 

world, it does not provide a single approach but offers examples from the region, as well as from 
countries ranging from Finland to Korea that have implemented effective strategies to maximize the 

use of knowledge. 

Informed policy choice: The development of the regional knowledge economy report involved 
extensive consultations in Morocco and Tunisia. The report was also disseminated in Algeria, Beirut, 

Cairo, Cambridge, and Qatar.

Rabat Declaration on the Knowledge Economy: The regional knowledge economy conference for the Arab 
world in June 2013 included the dissemination of the regional report and concluded with the Rabat Declaration 

which reaffirmed the interest of organizations and representatives of the relevant Arab states in organizing 
a state summit for leaders of the Arab world in the coming two years that would lead to the development of a 

common knowledge- and innovation-driven agenda for the region.  

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables

CMI ANNUAL REPORT
43 K n o w l e d g e . S o l u t i o n s . C h a n g e . 



Deepened knowledge/increased client capacity: Peer-to-peer 

knowledge exchange workshop in Naples, Italy, in October 2014; institutional 

strengthening of PPP delivery systems in targeted countries; and capacity building for 

PPP identification and development in targeted countries. 

EIB, FEMIP (Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment Partnerships) Department.

Through its TRANSTRAC facility, the EIB has mobilized EUR 400 000 to finance several 
components of the program.

To provide critical support for the implementation of much-needed regional infrastructure projects by 

building capacity, strengthening the institutional setting, and fostering peer-to-peer knowledge exchanges 

between beneficiary countries on the identification and preparation of PPP projects. 

The involvement of the private sector is considered essential to fill the infrastructure gap, which hampers 

regional cross-border trade. Limited capacity and weak PPP project identification and preparation are key 

obstacles to the development of sound PPP schemes for transport infrastructure.

STARTING DATE
SEPTEMBER 2014

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Intended activities will target two Maghreb countries (Morocco and Tunisia) and one 
Mashreq country (Egypt). Jordan should be added at a later stage.

PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS 

The World Bank, through PPIAF (Private Participation in Infrastructure Advisory Facility), is defining 
the mobilization of additional resources to finance the rest of the program.
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The program is under preparation. The first component 
of the PPP program to be developed in 2014-15 focuses 

on the transport sector. Intended deliverables include:

 provision of expert advice on the establishment and 
operation of dedicated PPPs with a focus on the transport 

sector, 

 capacity building for the preparation of viable transport PPP 
projects, 

 peer-to-peer knowledge exchange workshop at the CMI’s premises 
in Marseille.

The target audience is key PPP stakeholders with responsibilities for the 
identification, preparation, and implementation of transport PPP projects 

and other high-level officials at the central level.

Deepened knowledge/increased client capacity: Peer-to-peer 

knowledge exchange workshop in Naples, Italy, in October 2014; institutional 

strengthening of PPP delivery systems in targeted countries; and capacity building for 

PPP identification and development in targeted countries. 
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The World Bank.

To provide a new impulse to spur the integration of MENA countries at the bilateral, regional, and 
global levels, to foster knowledge sharing among Arab policy makers and experts on trade and 
economic integration issues (through publications, workshops, and networks), and to help the MENA 
Region reap the benefits of globalization beyond oil and gas. Integrating MENA contributes to regional 
integration through the development of a regional platform for strengthening collective action on 
trade and economic integration. 

STARTING DATE
JANUARY 2014

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

MENA Region.

TRADE AND

INTEGRATION  

The European Union (EU), the United States, and the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). Also, IPEMED 
(Economic Foresight Institute for the Mediterranean Region); KNOMAD (Global Knowledge Partnership 
on Migration and Development); Tunisia School of Business; Mediterranean School of Business; local 
business unions and think tanks; trade ministries in the region with a trade and integration strategy, 
such as Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia with the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement, and 
Libya with the World Trade Organization (WTO). 

ECONOMIC
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 The report, Over the Horizon: A New Levant. An analytical study 
identifying areas of economic complementarities among Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, and West Bank and Gaza and assessing untapped 
potential for investment and trade in goods and services. The World Bank and 

the Levant Business Union jointly presented a conference on June 12, 2014, in 
Beirut to launch the implementation phase of the New Levant Economic Initiative.

 Consultations with the MENA diaspora and publication of their contributions 
to their countries of origin. Consultations were organized at the CMI on June 24-25, 

2014, and in Washington, DC, New York, and Paris. To cultivate a better understanding 
of the role of the MENA diaspora, the program team has launched an online survey 

and focus group meetings with MENA citizens living abroad. The main findings will be 
presented in a report and shared with partners. The program also includes consultation 

with diaspora members who returned home, to identify their contribution to economic 
development and entrepreneurship in their home country.

 A dedicated webpage on the CMI platform is operational. It helps with dissemination and 
the visibility of the program.

An online community around the Levant initiative. It fosters the exchange of information and 
views among the business community, government officials, and experts.

A series of publications and media content on globalization and regional 
integration.

 A series of events co-organized with partners on relevant topics.

The audience includes research institutions, think tanks, 
academia, MENA governments, bilateral and 

multilateral organizations, and the private sector.(planned)
Effective results on the ground require: i) time to strengthen 

collective action in MENA, mainly by establishing a network of 
“champions” from various constituencies, fostering business-to-business 

dialogue and actions, and enhancing communication on the agenda, including 
with national ministries and regional institutions; ii) greater advocacy with the World 
Bank Group (WBG) country teams on the importance of cross-border solutions and regional 
integration, eventually including lending operations; and iii) stronger partnerships with private and 
public actors to maintain momentum on the importance of trade and economic integration to achieve higher 
and sustained economic growth and reduce poverty.

Trade and integration as a central pillar of country programs as indicated by legislative changes to facilitate trade 
and implementation of projects that facilitate trade across borders.

Deepened knowledge: A component of the integration of MENA, the New Levant Initiative organized a regional 
conference on economic integration on June 12, 2014, in Beirut. This conference served as platform to launch the World 
Bank’s regional economic integration report, Over the Horizon: A New Levant, and led to a discussion between public- 
and private-sector representatives on the potential for, and barriers to, deeper regional integration in goods and services 
trade with a focus on the financial sector, energy, transport, tourism, and ICT. The research team also participated in the 
Maghreb Forum of Entrepreneurs. 

Improved network: Regional integration is reinforced by establishing a network of champions from various constituencies 
to foster business-to-business dialogue and actions and enhance communication among experts in trade facilitation and 
logistics. This network also seeks to engage with and support the Arab diaspora.

Change in perception through opinion polls and a media campaign on regional and global integration.
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SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH





The World Bank, Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (CDC).

To contribute to public policy relating to climate change adaptation and disaster risk management in coastal 
cities. 

To enhance the resilience of coastal cities through the mitigation of urban vulnerabilities and the production 
and dissemination of studies with recommendations that can be implemented by city leaders.

STARTING DATE
2010

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia.

CITIES 
CHANGE  

World Bank Institute; Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) (FY14); European 
Space Agency; Arab Academy for Science, Technology, and Maritime Transportation.

AND CLIMATE 

(program terminated in October 2013)
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Deepened knowledge through dissemination of best practices.  
A general brochure for the program describes the methodology of each 

study produced and the main results (urban vulnerability for each city and each 
type of disaster risk analyzed). 

Two brochures disseminated the results of the study of Algiers on disaster risk 
management and climate change adaptation to Algerian stakeholders and civil society and 

the methodology and main results of the four studies produced and disseminated through the 
program. 

Informed project preparation (upstream support): The workshop on city resilience made it 
possible to reinitiate a dialogue with the Algerian counterpart on the implementation of the resilience 

plans developed through the program. 

Results 
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Deepened knowledge/informed policy choice: Consultation with 
Mediterranean partners helped to raise awareness and to support the 

development of a regional initiative on adaptation to climate change. The report helped 
to build consensus in preparation for the forthcoming Paris Climat 2015, the annual international 

conference of the Parties to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
The report focuses on concrete economic impacts of climate change and informs governments about 

adaptation measures, reinforcement of capacities, data collection, and regional collaboration.

The World Bank. 

To disseminate and engage in consultation on the World Bank MENA report (Turn Down the Heat: Climate 
Extremes, Regional Impacts, and the Case for Resilience, 2013), focusing on climate change impacts in the 
region.

STARTING DATE
FEBRUARY 2014

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNER

MENA countries. 

GREEN GROWTH

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK).

CLIMATE  
 CHANGE
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Development of a regional climate change adaptation 
platform. 

Deepened knowledge/informed policy choice: Consultation with 
Mediterranean partners helped to raise awareness and to support the 

development of a regional initiative on adaptation to climate change. The report helped 
to build consensus in preparation for the forthcoming Paris Climat 2015, the annual international 

conference of the Parties to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
The report focuses on concrete economic impacts of climate change and informs governments about 

adaptation measures, reinforcement of capacities, data collection, and regional collaboration.
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Deepened knowledge/informed policy choice: The results of lessons 
learned from the RCREEE analysis of energy efficiency were shared with 

MENA country representatives and can be used to improve delivery mechanisms 
and institutional arrangements for accelerating energy efficiency reforms. The RCREEE study 

provides a gap analysis and a review of new work on energy projections, efficiency potential, and 
benefits. 

Improved network: A restitution workshop was organized at CMI in September 2014 with the 
participation of ten representatives from seven countries (Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 

Qatar, Tunisia) and nine partners interested in energy efficiency [GIZ, AFD, EIB, UfM, MEDENER (the 
Mediterranean Association of National Agencies of Energy Conservation), IPEMED, Plan Bleu, the World 

Bank, RCREEE]. The discussion enabled closer exchanges among existing networks. 

The World Bank. 

To build government awareness of the need to promote energy efficiency reforms. 

STARTING DATE
FEBRUARY 2014

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNER

MENA Region.

Regional Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE).

ENERGY 
 EFFICIENCY 

GREEN GROWTH

54



 Validation of the mid-term report, “MENA – Delivery 
Mechanisms and Institutions to Realize Energy Efficiency 

Potential.”

 Publication of a workshop report overview, “Delivery 
Mechanisms and Institutions to Realize Energy Efficiency 

Potential.” 

Deepened knowledge/informed policy choice: The results of lessons 
learned from the RCREEE analysis of energy efficiency were shared with 

MENA country representatives and can be used to improve delivery mechanisms 
and institutional arrangements for accelerating energy efficiency reforms. The RCREEE study 

provides a gap analysis and a review of new work on energy projections, efficiency potential, and 
benefits. 

Improved network: A restitution workshop was organized at CMI in September 2014 with the 
participation of ten representatives from seven countries (Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, 

Qatar, Tunisia) and nine partners interested in energy efficiency [GIZ, AFD, EIB, UfM, MEDENER (the 
Mediterranean Association of National Agencies of Energy Conservation), IPEMED, Plan Bleu, the World 

Bank, RCREEE]. The discussion enabled closer exchanges among existing networks. 

ENERGY 
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GIZ.

To encourage cities to invest more in the management of solid waste through evaluations of the 
cost of environmental degradation.

STARTING DATE
OCTOBER 2013

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia.

Municipalities of Beirut, Rabat, and Tunis. 

Ministries of Environment of Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia; The World Bank.

 SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 

GREEN GROWTH
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 Three studies for Beirut, Rabat, and Tunis were 
produced by consultants under GIZ/SWEEP-Net and CMI 

supervision:

- “Cost of environmental degradation due to solid waste 
management practices in Beirut and Mount Lebanon,” by 

Sherif Arif and Fadi Doumani, May 2014;

- “Coût de la dégradation de l’environnement due aux pratiques 
de gestion des déchets solides dans le GRAND TUNIS,” by Sherif 

Arif and Fadi Doumani, May 2014;

- “Coût de la dégradation de l’environnement due aux pratiques de 
gestion des déchets solides dans le GRAND RABAT,” by Sherif Arif 

and Fadi Doumani, May 2014.

 The studies and presentations from the Marseille/Amman 
meetings will be available on the SWEEP-Net 

website and distributed to members of the 
network.  

Deepened knowledge/increased client capacity: Most countries in 
the MENA Region lack reliable data on the solid waste sector. The CMI’s 

method of measuring the cost of environmental degradation and related data gives 
municipalities evidence-based arguments for investing in the management of municipal 

waste in a cost-effective way. The comparison of three case studies (Beirut, Rabat, Tunis) fostered 
a constructive dialogue among decision makers. 

A restitution workshop in Marseille (April 22-23, 2014) compared these regional capitals, discussed 
the difficulties involved in solid waste management, and led to a better understanding of related 

socioeconomic aspects. During the fourth SWEEP-Net forum in Amman (May 12-15, 2014), the outcomes 
of the Marseille meeting were presented to nine MENA countries (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 

Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza, Yemen). Following the forum, Jordan, along with the 
universities of Algiers and Sfax, expressed interest in using the CMI method. 

The forum concluded that: health and well-being should be drivers of solid waste management; there is a need 
for work on cost recovery and institutional clarification; exploitation of waste (energy, recycling) is a valuable 

option but takes time and effort; and the sector offers potential for job creation.  

Improved network: The forum considered propositions to initiate peer-to-peer city-to-city learning visits and to 
share knowledge with secondary cities. A regional SWEEP-Net network was established but will need more support to 

become a sustainable initiative.
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Plan Bleu (implementing agency), The World Bank (executing agency).

To foster the integration of environmental issues into sectoral and development policies of Egypt, Lebanon, 
Morocco, Tunisia, and West Bank and Gaza. 

To foster regional integration through new knowledge on environmental issues and the organization of 
training and other events that use this knowledge to reinforce the capacity of key stakeholders at local, 
national, and regional levels.

To strengthen regional integration further through systematic exchanges of experience among the 
beneficiaries.

STARTING DATE
JANUARY 2012

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza. 

AFD, EIB, French Ministry of the Environment. 

REGIONAL GOVERNANCE 
AND KNOWLEDGE

GENERATION
PROJECT

(Globa l  Env i ronment  Fac i l i ty  grant )

GREEN GROWTH
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 A study and six national workshops and one regional 
one on the socioeconomic assessment of maritime 

activities in Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia.

 Environmental audits and environmental management 
plans for 14 industrial enterprises, giving upstream project 

support to LEPAP.

 A guidebook on environmental and social assessments in the 
Mediterranean.

 A strategic environmental assessment of the new Lebanese water 
sector strategy.

 12 workshops and a best practice manual and guidebook on the 
involvement of local actors in environmental management covering 

six pilot sites in Morocco and Tunisia.

Informed strategy: An environmental assessment of the 
new Lebanese water sector strategy is being conducted to provide 

recommendations and high-level policy advice to the Ministry of Energy and 
Water for optimizing the strategy and limiting potential adverse effects. 

Informed strategy/stakeholder involvement: Local stakeholders have been involved in 
environmental management. Local actors are involved in twelve participatory workshops on strategic 

territorial governance and planning in six pilot sites (community level) in Morocco and Tunisia.

Generated innovative approaches for a better understanding of maritime and coastal ecosystems. 
A study on the socioeconomic importance of maritime economic activities in Lebanon, Morocco, and 

Tunisia and their interrelations with the marine and coastal ecosystems on which they depend leads to better 
management of maritime and coastal activities.

Political leaders, finance, planning, sector ministers and ministerial staff, and environmental stakeholders 
(academics, scientists, NGOs, practitioners) benefit from the project. They participate directly in the activities 

financed and gain access to better information and exchanges. In turn, they contribute directly to the project through 
their inputs and feedback, creating a virtuous circle that results in an improved flow of information between technical 

experts and decision makers.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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The World Bank. 

In the context of a new World Bank lending project that is currently being prepared, to provide strategic 
advice to the Government of Morocco on global risk management practices.

To share proactively Morocco’s risk management vision with other countries in the MENA Region and 
beyond.  

STARTING DATE
JULY 2013

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Morocco. 

INTEGRATED

GFDRR, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, Swiss Secretariat for Economic Affairs.

RISK 
MANAGEMENT 
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 Production of a series of policy advice reports and 
presentations, which were shared with Government 

of Morocco counterparts during various World Bank 
missions. 

 A report entitled “CAS-FLCN [Caisse d’allocations spéciale 
– Fonds de lutte contre les effets des catastrophes naturelles] 

éléments d’information pour la définition des axes prioritaires 
et des critères de sélection des projets soumis à financement, 

et mise en place opérationnelle” as well as various presentations 
on Morocco’s probabilistic risk management model. In addition, 

production of background documents for the preparation of the new 
World Bank lending operation.

 Production of presentations for different dissemination events 
including the July 2014 GFDRR conference on 

understanding risk.

Informed policy choice/strategy: The provision of high-quality 
policy advice on risk management led to the Government of Morocco’s 

commitment to scale up risk management activities by reforming its natural 
disaster risk prevention fund. The fund will be financed by a proposed new World Bank 

PforR (program for results) lending operation.

Public debate/stakeholder involvement: The organization of a high-profile event to disseminate 
a World Development Report, Risk and Opportunity: Managing Risk for Development, held in Rabat 

in November 2013 led to increased awareness among senior policy makers and the general public in 
Morocco of global risk management trends.

Deepened knowledge (dissemination of best practices): A presentation, Morocco’s Risk Management 
Experience and Vision, was showcased at a CMI Urbanization Knowledge Platform workshop on city 

resilience held in Marseille in May 2014. About 70 representatives and risk management practitioners from 
MENA, Europe, the United States, Latin America, and East Asia convened to discuss risk management and 

city resilience. Representatives included mayors and vice-mayors from 15 cities and 13 countries (among them 
Algiers, Amman, Beirut, Bizerte, Djibouti City, Hebron, Jeddah, Sfax, and Venice). A GFDRR flagship conference on 

understanding risk held in London in July 2014 has led to increased global awareness of Morocco’s innovative risk 
management work.

RISK 

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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EIB, AFD, CDC.

To disseminate findings and share knowledge and best practices in areas such as socioeconomic development, 
environmental sustainability, employment creation, integration of vulnerable urban populations, and 
participatory democracy arising from three technical assistance initiatives: i) the Urban Projects Finance 
Initiative; ii) the Medinas 2030 program; and iii) the Network of Urban Operators. These initiatives aim 
to identify and prepare sustainable urban development investment projects, find innovative financing 
approaches, and overcome key barriers to project development. Medinas 2030 focuses on historic urban 
cores, UPFI covers wider city investment programs, and the Network brings together urban developers 
around key thematic issues. 

STARTING DATE
2013

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya (potential), Morocco, Syria 
(potential), Tunisia, and West Bank and Gaza.

SUD-MED: SUSTAINABLE

EU (Directorate General DEVCO), UfM.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
IN THE

 MEDITERRANEAN

62



 Contribution to regional integration by facilitating 
exchanges of best practices, primarily in relation 

to investment project design, preparation, and 
implementation. 

Organization of a workshop on sustainable cities in Alexandria 
in June 2014, in partnership with the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. 

Informed project preparation (upstream support)/deepened 
knowledge: Activities of Medinas 2030 resulted in a contribution to project 

preparation, the identification of urban development projects in Alexandria. At a 
meeting in April 2013, it was agreed to move the Medinas 2030 program to the operational 

phase, with the identification of specific medina development programs. The dissemination in mid-
2013 of the Medinas Pre-Operational Report, following a workshop for participating countries and 

partner institutions held at the CMI in April 2013, helped to identify and start the preparation of new 
medina-related projects under the UPFI, especially in Tunisia, Morocco, and Egypt. A new SUD-MED 

CMI workshop is planned for early 2015 to present an update on medina-related project preparation 
activities and to share best practice approaches.

The UPFI program has been very active in terms of project identification and preparation, with knowledge 
dissemination activities in the second half of 2014 and first half of 2015. These are expected to result in increased 

client capacity, better knowledge, and innovative approaches and solutions to integrated urban development 
challenges.

A meeting of the Network of Urban Developers (which was integrated into SUD-MED in the summer of 2014) in 
October 2014 focused on processes and tools to design cities that generate employment, innovation and sustainable 
growth. It led to knowledge sharing and better understanding of the role of urban developers in structuring value 
streams, of the links between economy and territory, and of what is needed to achieve balanced economic development 
through urban projects.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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SUSTAINABLE MEDITERRANEAN CITIES – GUIDING LIGHT FROM 
ALEXANDRIA

Workshop Organized by the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and the French 
Development Agency

Like many Mediterranean and Arab cities, Alexandria faces a number of development 
challenges in terms of urban planning, public transportation, and utilities. Increased 
congestion leads to the deterioration of the city’s quality of life, and threatens its 
environment as well as its priceless architectural heritage and tourism potential.  
A bold approach is required to put this millennia-old city on a sustainable path.

The Bibliotheca Alexandrina (Bibalex), which acts as a think tank on urban issues for 
the Governorate of Alexandria, and the French Development Agency partnered to 
organize a joint workshop in Alexandria on June 18, 2014, to address both the city’s 
specific needs and issues common to most major Mediterranean cities. The CMI helped 
to prepare the workshop and provided financial support from the Multi-Donor Trust 
Fund to invite decision makers and local authorities from the Mediterranean region.

The workshop’s objective was to mobilize local and international expertise on the 
future of Mediterranean cities, putting Alexandria’s challenges into perspective with 
those of cities in other countries; to give local stakeholders a say in the future of 
their city; and to showcase a number of urban development projects that could be 
implemented in the Governorate of Alexandria. Coordinated by Bibalex, and with 
the assistance of international consultants, 13 project documents prepared by local 
researchers and experts were presented and discussed at the workshop. They 
covered four main areas: i) institutional setup; ii) urban mobility and deconcentration; 
iii) exploitation of underutilized public spaces; and iv) urban renewal and regeneration.
 
The workshop was attended by more than 100 participants, including the Governor 
of Alexandria, Mr. Tarek Mahdi, who had visited the CMI in December 2013. Also in 
attendance were national and local officials, experts, researchers, representatives 
from Mediterranean cities (Marrakech, Morocco; Saida, Lebanon; Sfax, Tunisia), 
and representatives from international financing institutions and donor agencies: the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the World Bank, the European 
Union, and the German Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation. It was 
marked by high-quality presentations and rich and lively debates, and it enabled 
interested donors to identify funding opportunities.
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 CEFEB URBAN SEMINARS BY THE FRENCH DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

The CEFEB (Center for Financial, Economic and Banking Studies, www.cefeb.org), 
based in Marseille, is the training center and corporate university of the French 
Development Agency. It offers academic training, knowledge-sharing activities, and 
seminars for AFD clients, partners, and in-house staff.

CEFEB seminars are client-oriented and focus on knowledge sharing and good 
practice. Case studies, site visits, and collaborative work are widely used in the 
training sessions, to which participants also bring their own issues and questions for 
discussion. Trainers include AFD and CEFEB staff and top international consultants 
involved in the AFD’s or other donors’ operations.  

Support for local authorities and urban development has become a focus area for 
CEFEB in recent years, in keeping with the development of the AFD’s portfolio for 
the urban sector involving direct, non-sovereign loans to municipalities, including 
in the Mediterranean region. To serve these new clients, the CEFEB developed a 
standard training unit comprising four ten-day seminars with 25 participants on 
municipal finance, urban planning, utilities management, and institutional and local 
governance. These are delivered every year in Marseille for executives, engineers, 
finance specialists, and elected officials of municipalities in AFD partner countries. 

Given that the CMI is very involved in the urban sector and has capacity building as 
a core objective and value-added area, the AFD has invited selected partners from 
CMI urban programs to the CEFEB’s urban sector seminars since 2013. The CMI 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund takes charge of travel and accommodation costs for these 
participants. The feedback has been very satisfactory, and in 2014, CMI partners 
selected by the GIZ-operated CoMun program attended two seminars, on urban 
planning and municipal finance.

Urban Planning (Marseille, May 12-23, 2014) 

The seminar focused on key urban development issues, including the control and 
planning of urban growth, equitable service delivery to citizens, urban mobility, 
environmental and risk management. Methods and tools used in the seminar 
included strategic planning under uncertainty and project planning, implementation, 
and monitoring. Two participants from the cities of Kasserine and Jendouba, Tunisia, 
selected by CoMun, were invited to the seminar.

Municipal Finance (Marseille, June 2-13, 2014) 

This seminar was devoted to accounting and budgetary approaches and aimed 
to build participants’ capacities to develop a strategic financial analysis of their 
municipalities. The training included tools to identify key financial information, to 
measure the financial impact of decisions made by elected officials, and to evaluate 
financial risks. Two participants from Fez, Morocco, and Tunis, Tunisia, selected by 
CoMun were invited to the seminar.
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AFD.

To support policy making for devising and implementing integrated public transport systems as a key component 
of urban and territorial development. While cities are engines of growth, for agglomeration externalities to work, 
people need to be connected through reliable, efficient, and affordable services. 

STARTING DATE
APRIL 2010

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Algeria, Egypt, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Spain, Syria, 
Tunisia, and Turkey. 

SUSTAINABLE

French Ministry for Sustainable Development, CODATU (Cooperation for Urban Mobility in the 
Developing World) and CEREMA (Center for Studies and Expertise on Risks, Environment, Mobility 
and Urban and Country Planning). The World Bank is a partner for the LUTP training sessions. The 
City of Marseille, Plan Bleu, MedCities, and the EIB also contribute to some activities and deliverables.

URBAN 
TRANSPORT
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Deepened knowledge/increased capacity: LUTP training session 
(Marseille, June 1-7, 2014), jointly organized by AFD and the World Bank. 

This LUTP session developed leadership and decision-making capabilities as well as 
networking among high-level policy officials and senior managers in urban transport. It 

was attended by six representatives of CMI member countries including counterparts directly 
involved in the preparation of major projects considered for funding by the World Bank and 

AFD.

URBAN 

Results 
Selected
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AFD and Plan Bleu.

To help Mediterranean countries develop sound water management policies. In the face of increasing 
resource scarcity, water demand management (WDM) requires the efficient use of the existing water supply. 
The program takes an economic approach as the common language for stakeholders. Its ultimate goal is 
regional integration of public policies and management tools in key areas for water management. 

STARTING DATE
JANUARY 2010

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Main target/contributing countries: France, Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia. 

Studies also conducted in: Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, 
Malta, Syria, and Turkey.

WATER DEMAND 

Partners include the Mediterranean Water Institute and SONEDE; ONEMA (French Agency for 
Water and Wetlands) is a funding partner.

MANAGEMENT 

68



 Preliminary studies, presentations, and synthesis 
reports of the workshops on groundwater resources 

management (Morocco) and WDM options for local 
governments (Tunisia).

 A set of three synthesis reports provides insights and  
in-depth analysis of the economic approach to WDM, based 

on a review of academic knowledge and case studies, and 
addresses key issues: principles of water pricing and their 

application to different uses; prioritization of various water 
supply and saving options based on full cost of water; allocation of 

scarce water among different uses based on full value of water; and 
management of groundwater resources as a common good and related 

management instruments. A first report on the economic instruments 
for WDM was delivered in March 2014. A second report on groundwater 

resources followed in November 2014. A third report will address the 
intersectoral efficiency of water, water allocation, and virtual water.

Publications and events are targeted to a wide range of stakeholders, including 
senior officials from central and local governments, water basin 

agencies, utilities, academics and researchers, consultants, and 
water users. Program deliverables were disseminated at 

the 2nd Mediterranean Water Forum in Murcia, 
Spain, in November 2014 and will be 

disseminated at the 2015 7th World 
Water Forum in Korea.

Informed policy/increased capacity: Advances in groundwater 
resources management. The workshop held in Rabat, Morocco, on 

March 26-27, 2014, in cooperation with the CEFEB, the training center of 
the AFD, marked progress towards aquifer contracts as innovative, decentralized 

management solutions for overexploited groundwater resources. The workshop facilitated 
the implementation of the World Bank Green Growth Development Policy Loan in this area.  

Policy-making and contract design capacity were enhanced, with strong stakeholder involvement, broad press 
coverage, and potential interest for the whole Mediterranean area.

Increased capacity/deepened knowledge: A toolkit for local governments on WDM options. A cost-benefit 
analysis of a range of WDM options for local governments, including short- and long-term environmental and social 

impacts as well as opportunity costs and transaction costs, was carried out in the area of Sfax, Tunisia, as a pilot site. 
The results were discussed at a national workshop held in Tunis on February 19-20, 2014, aimed at knowledge sharing 
and capacity building. A guidebook for local governments across the Mediterranean is to be developed as a follow-up.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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The World Bank. 

To provide decision makers with analytical tools to address water challenges through more efficient 
management of scarce water resources. The emphasis is on: promoting the use of analytical tools in 
order to make efficient economic decisions, especially for prioritizing investments and efficient operations; 
documenting and sharing relevant experiences based on practical case studies; and building capacity among 
decision makers and utilities managers.

STARTING DATE
2010

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Morocco, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza, Yemen.

EIB, AFD.

MANAGEMENT 
WATER RESOURCES 
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Two successful peer-to-peer exchanges between 
Morocco (ONEE) and Tunisia (SONEDE) in October 

2013 and December 2013. A multi-partner road map for 
phase 2 is being finalized with participating countries and 

stakeholders.  

A regional workshop held in Malta, June 9-11, 2014, in which 
27 senior officials from major water utilities across the region 

participated. They represented Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, 
West Bank and Gaza, and Yemen. Several utility delegations were 

headed by their respective CEOs [SONEDE, Tunisia; CMWU, Gaza; 
North Lebanon Water Establishment (NLWE), South Lebanon Water 

Establishment (SLWE), Bekaa Water Establishment (BWE), Litani River 
Authority (LRA), Lebanon; Sana’a and Aden, Yemen]. The workshop 

addressed the main challenges participants faced for improving the 
performance of their utility, while learning from the successful experience 

of Malta’s Water Service Corporation (WSC) in reducing water losses and 
operating desalination plants. Room lectures and discussions in the morning 

were followed by field visits in the afternoon. 

The participants showed great interest in moving forward with specific technical 
assistance activities, with the WSC transferring its knowledge through peer-to-peer 

exchanges following a twinning approach. The detailed scope of twinning activities 
between WSC, SONEDE, and Gaza, to be supported through a grant from CMI, was 

agreed. Other participating utilities such as Morocco’s ONEE, the Northern 
Lebanon Water Establishment, and the utilities from Sana’a and Aden 

also expressed interest in participating in similar exchanges 
with WSC. A comprehensive twinning program between 

WSC and MENA utilities and exchanges in the field 
started in the fall of 2014. 

Results 

Key 2014 Deliverables

Deepened knowledge/increased capacity: Identification of 
specific areas that would benefit from knowledge transfer by Tunisia’s 

SONEDE and Morocco’s national office for electricity and water (ONEE). 
Identification of further partnerships and programs of exchange and exchange of best 

practices among partners through expert visits and sharing of knowledge and challenges during 
workshops.

Twinning of utilities to promote peer-to-peer exchanges. The first exchanges between SONEDE-ONEE took place in 
October 2013 (Morocco) and December 2013 (Tunisia), with the participating utilities drafting a report on knowledge 
learning and gaps.

A second regional workshop was held in Malta in June 2014 with six participating countries presenting their experiences 
and challenges (Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza, Yemen). 

Selected
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GOVERNANCE
PARTICIPATORY



GOVERNANCE
PARTICIPATORY



The World Bank, League of Arab States.

To expand the voice, inclusion, and participation of Arab youth in decision making, access to opportunities, 
and platform building across Arab countries and with Europe. 

To bring together various stakeholders to facilitate high-level dialogue on youth policy development and 
capacity-building initiatives for local and national youth organizations.

STARTING DATE
JANUARY 2012

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

 Egypt, Italy, Morocco, Spain, and Tunisia.

ARAB

National Youth Observatory (Tunisia), Italian Youth Forum, Spanish Youth Forum, European Youth 
Forum, École de la Deuxième Chance, Marseille

YOUTH
INITIATIVE
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 A report, by the World Bank/CMI and Tunisia’s ONJ, 
entitled Tunisia: Breaking the Barriers to Youth Inclusion, 

was launched in October 2014. It was made possible by 
exchanges with policy researchers in Maghreb countries 

and Arab universities, especially the American University 
of Cairo.

 Support for the implementation of Morocco’s Integrated 
National Youth Strategy.

 Capacity-building workshops for youth stakeholders for platform 
building at regional, national, and local level:

- Supporting the Development of a Regional Arab Youth-Led Platform, 
held in Marseille, November 6-7, 2013.

- Arab Youth Development Debate moderated and broadcast by Al-Jazeera, 
What Did Young People Gain from the Arab Spring?, held in Tunis on 

April 1, 2014, with a follow-up flagship event at the International Monetary 
Fund-World Bank spring meetings, with the participation of the Moroccan 

minister of youth and sports and young activists from Tunisia and Yemen. The 
communication outreach was magnified by the Al-Jazeera broadcast, which 

reached a mass audience in Arabic across the MENA Region. 

- Networking days, held in Tunis in late June 2014 to support the formation of the 
Tunisia Youth Council. Peer-to-peer exchanges were organized with the Italian and 

Spanish Youth Councils so as to ensure similar standards and structured approaches 
to youth participation across the Mediterranean shores.  

The audience for these events included Arab youth activists, 
civil society organizations, and government officials. 

They enabled the sharing of good practices for 
youth participation and youth aspirations 

to increase the voice of youth in 
decision making.   

Informed policy/deepened knowledge: A study of 
youth inclusion in Tunisia, Tunisia: Breaking the Barriers to 

Youth Inclusion, published in October 2014, addressed cross-sectoral 
youth policy and stimulated public debate. 

Informed project preparation (upstream support): Following the technical support for the 
preparation and implementation of the National Youth Strategy in Morocco, the Government requested 

a new lending operation, which is in preparation.  

Increased client capacity/improved network: Workshops, networking days in Marseille and Tunisia, and a web 
debate to enhance collaboration among Tunisian and regional youth organizations. These events contributed both to 
regional integration and to the integration of countries across the Mediterranean through discussions between youth 
organizations and youth-focused stakeholders in the MENA Region. Preparatory steps to launch a National Youth 
Council in Tunisia and at regional level were initiated.  

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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The World Bank.

To help municipal governments in three cities address urban development challenges in the aftermath of 
the Arab Spring, with a focus on providing strategic advice on how to improve long-term urban planning, 
municipal finances, human resources, and social accountability. 

STARTING DATE
MARCH 2012 – JUNE 2014

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia.

CITIES FOR A NEW

CDC, MedCities.

GENERATION 

 (PROGRAM TERMINATED)
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 A snapshot of three cities in the aftermath of the Arab 
Spring: Marrakesh (Morocco), Saida (Lebanon), and 

Sfax (Tunisia). Specific outputs were technical policy 
reports for each of the three cities on the following topics: 

review of the national urbanization framework; municipal 
finances; human resources; and social accountability.

 Policy reports were developed in a participatory manner 
through workshops conducted during several missions to the 

three cities. Results were presented more widely in Tunisia during 
a conference attended by national and local representatives from 

the MENA Region (June 2014).

 Communication tools were developed to disseminate the results of 
the work (summary brochure, redesigned webpage, etc.) 

Informed policy/strategy: In-depth diagnosis and strategic policy 
advice on urban development challenges for policy makers in Marrakesh 

(Morocco), Saida (Lebanon), and Sfax (Tunisia). 

Increased capacity: The three cities can rely on in-depth diagnosis and analysis of national 
urbanization frameworks, municipal finances, human resources, and social accountability issues. 

Concrete action plans for policy reform have also been developed.

Informed project preparation (upstream support): For Morocco and Tunisia, assistance in preparing new 
World Bank lending projects in support of local governments.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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GIZ.

To strengthen cities as key players in national, regional, and local development and reinforce their capacities, 
structures, and urban services through exchanges among cities in the Maghreb region. 

To increase the diffusion of sustainable solutions in the urban sector and encourage the use of instruments and 
good practices existing in other contexts (peer-to-peer). 

To support the development of networks of cities on several themes by facilitating discussion and exchange 
of solutions.

STARTING DATE

(phase II from January 2011 to December 2014, 
phase III from 2015) 

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Morocco and Tunisia; Algeria to a lesser extent. 

Germany is involved in the program as partner through city partnerships. 

COMUN – COOPERATION

Tunisian Ministry of the Interior; General Directorate for Local Government (DGCPL, Tunisia); 
General Directorate for Local Government (DGCL, Morocco); Center for Training and Support 
to Decentralization (CFAD, Tunisia); National Institute for Urban and Territorial Planning (INAU, 
Morocco); Germany’s Association of Cities (DST); Morocco’s association of mayors (AMPCC); 
Tunisia’s FNVT; and around 40 partner cities. 

Members of the orientation committee.  

OF CITIES 
AND MUNICIPALITIES

IN THE MAGHREB
REGION

2008  
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In 2014, projects and activities have included the 
establishment of municipal one-stop shops, facilitation 

of national and regional dialogue series, coordination of 
training in partnership with the CEFEB (France) and CFAD 

(Tunisia), a youth project initiative, the Contest of Ideas for 
Youth, and reinforcement of thematic networks in the fields of 

waste management, energy efficiency, rehabilitation of medinas, 
and urban transport. 

The core audience is composed of local decision makers, technicians, 
administrative staff, and civil society groups concerned with local and 

municipal issues.

Informed policy/involved stakeholders: Development of learning 
networks on different urban topics or issues and services such as solid waste 

management, public transport, energy efficiency, and rehabilitation of medinas:

Technical assistance to Morocco’s recently created AMPCC and support in the ongoing public 
debate on the new decentralization law. 

 Funding of four thematic city networks involving a total of 30 municipalities in Morocco.

 Implementation of seven city development projects in cooperation between civil society and the 
municipalities. 

In Tunisia, the network on waste management, involving 20 cities, was launched in November 2013. 
In March 2014, an agreement was signed between the cities and the FNVT as the network’s national 

partner.

Increased capacity: Reinforcement of local democratic structures in Tunisia, with CoMun providing several 
kinds of support to the partner cities:

 In Tunisia, two one-stop shops providing municipal administrative services were opened in Menzel Bourguiba (December 
2013) and Siliana (May 2014). Six more are in various stages of implementation up to the end of 2014. 

The délégations spéciales of the cities of Touzeur, Gabes, La Marsa, and Menzel Bourguiba adopted their municipal 
budget and approved the projects that had been prioritized in a participatory approach. 

A series of workshops on local democracy and citizenship, provided in partnership with the CFAD between May and 
October 2014, mobilized more than 100 representatives from municipalities. They were supported by a training of 
trainers approach in order to develop moderator capacities in different regions of Tunisia.

A youth project initiative, Contest of Ideas for Youth, was organized in three cities in Tunisia to support youth 
participation.

Institutional development at the FNVT in order to promote and protect the interests of cities. 

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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Deepened knowledge/increased capacity: A workshop in Beirut, 
Lebanon, on technical and vocational education and training, on September 

22-23, 2014, was jointly organized by AFD and ETF together with the European Union 
Delegation in Lebanon. It focused on analyzing the current features of the labor market and 

TVET system in Lebanon, sharing knowledge, and disseminating good practice by involving the 
private sector in the design and delivery of TVET, identifying economic sectors with a potential for 

job creation especially for youth, and prioritizing reforms to improve the TVET system in view of the 
preparation of future projects.

AFD, The World Bank.

To respond to the pressing needs of Mediterranean countries for job creation, skills development, 
employability (in particular for youth and women), and social integration by promoting active labor market 
policies involving education and training, credit and microfinance, entrepreneurship, labor-intensive public 
works, job-search support, and by recalibrating social safety nets from undifferentiated subsidies to transfer 
programs targeted to the poor.

STARTING DATE
JUNE 2011

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVE 

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTNERS

Egypt, France, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey. 

EMPLOYMENT

International Labor Organization (ILO) and European Training Foundation (ETF), an agency of the 
European Union.

AND SOCIAL 
 PROTECTION
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 Preliminary studies and reports commissioned or 
conducted by AFD (employability of TVET graduates 

and sectors with job potential) and the ETF, including: an 
analysis of the Lebanese TVET system as part of the Torino 

Process review implemented by ETF; an employability 
review of Lebanon; and a country report on TVET governance 

in Lebanon delivered as part of the EU-funded Governance 
for Employability in the Mediterranean (GEMM), a project 

implemented by the ETF. 

Presentations at the workshop.

 Conclusions and recommendations of the workshop in terms of 
policy reforms and sector prioritization for investments in TVET, 

with recommendations for Lebanon and other Mediterranean 
countries.

Deepened knowledge/increased capacity: A workshop in Beirut, 
Lebanon, on technical and vocational education and training, on September 

22-23, 2014, was jointly organized by AFD and ETF together with the European Union 
Delegation in Lebanon. It focused on analyzing the current features of the labor market and 

TVET system in Lebanon, sharing knowledge, and disseminating good practice by involving the 
private sector in the design and delivery of TVET, identifying economic sectors with a potential for 

job creation especially for youth, and prioritizing reforms to improve the TVET system in view of the 
preparation of future projects.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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KNOWLEDGE 

MENA 

( M E N A  U K P )

URBANIZATION

PLATFORM

STARTING DATE
SEPTEMBER 2012

All MENA countries.

Several representatives and experts from countries outside MENA (Brazil, Colombia, 
France, India, Indonesia, Italy, South Africa) were invited to the three face-to-face events 
held so far in order to present and share their experiences. 

To facilitate knowledge exchange among decision makers concerned with development in urban areas in 
the MENA Region through face-to-face conferences and electronic exchanges that enable mayors, national 
decision makers, urban practitioners and specialists, private enterprises, and leaders to access knowledge, 
exchange experiences, and conceptualize and collaborate on new initiatives. 

The World Bank, Arab Urban Development Institute (AUDI). 

World Bank Institute (FY13, FY14); GFDRR (FY14); AFD; CEFEB (FY15).

OBJECTIVE 

PARTNERS

LEAD ORGANIZATIONS 

COUNTRIES TARGETED
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 Organization (in partnership with 
GFDRR) of a high-level workshop, Increasing 

the Resilience of Cities: What Can City Leaders 
Learn from International Experience? Held on 

May 22-23, 2014, at the CMI, the event attracted 
some 70 participants, among them 15 mayors from 

13 MENA countries, as well as risk management 
practitioners from MENA, Europe, the United States, 

Latin America, and East Asia, CEOs of leading risk 
management corporations, the United Nations, and other 

international experts. The event aimed at exchanging 
knowledge on effective ways to enhance cities’ resilience 

to a range of threats (including natural hazards, but also 
pandemics, cyber-attacks, and social shocks such as the 

sudden influx of Syrian refugees into Lebanon and Jordan). The 
workshop responded to MENA stakeholders’ growing interest 

in integrated risk management strategies as a way to support the 
development of more resilient economies. It highlighted the need 

to think more holistically about the risks that can affect the future 
development and growth of MENA cities. Mayors also learned from 

insurance and reinsurance companies that evaluate risk for the private 
sector and stand ready to bring this expertise to cities. A series of six videos 

was created to illustrate and disseminate the views and experiences of city 
leaders and experts.

Development of the MENA UKP online platform. A number of pages housed 
on the CMI website present different types of content: link to analytical work 

produced by partner organizations, video interviews (created by the UKP), 
conference proceedings.

 Launch of a MENA UKP Newsletter to share with partners in the MENA 
Region recent relevant knowledge products and operational activities 

led by the World Bank and other CMI members and partners 
(AFD, EIB, GIZ, etc.) in the MENA urban sector. In the 

wake of the above-mentioned UKP conference, 
the first newsletter on city resilience was 

issued in July 2014.

Deliverables

Deepened knowledge by facilitating exchange of best practice. 
Participants engaged in face- to-face exchanges learn from each other’s 

experience, and also from experts and practitioners from other regions. 

Informed policy choice/decision making: During the workshop on city resilience, held May 
22-23, 2014, mayors recognized the need for their cities to play a major role (in coordination with other 

levels of government and with the private sector). The involvement of private-sector leaders was also crucial 
and made it possible to initiate new networks with decision makers.

Informed project preparation (upstream support): The workshop on city resilience reinitiated a dialogue with the 
Algerian counterpart on the implementation of the resilience plans developed through the CMI program, Cities and 

Climate Change. It also triggered similar discussions on new operations with the city of Beirut in Lebanon (which is now 
considering developing a resilience master plan). Linkages with the Moroccan integrated risk management project also 

contributed to the sharing of good practices.

Results 
Selected
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Increased capacity: Two workshops held in May 2013 and 
August 2014 under component 1 helped to create an informal 

regional community of practice for representatives of the justice system in 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Morocco, and increased their capacity in terms of the design, 

implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of justice sector services. Under component 
2, international knowledge exchange was facilitated for 20 representatives from a range of Tunisian 

departments under the Office of the Prime Minister focused on open government reforms, notably public 
petitions and public consultations. 

Informed policy choice: Under component 1, knowledge was produced on the demand side of justice sector 
services in Jordan and Lebanon. Knowledge generated has been disseminated through workshops and has helped 

guide the development of the program in Morocco.

The World Bank.

To build the capacity of legal aid and other service providers to improve the delivery of justice services to 
the most vulnerable, including women (component 1) and to improve the capacity of government officials, 
parliamentarians, and civil society representatives to adopt and implement effective public engagement 
processes (component 2).

STARTING DATE
SEPTEMBER 2012

COUNTRIES TARGETED

OBJECTIVES 

LEAD ORGANIZATION 

PARTNERS

Southern country beneficiaries: Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia, West Bank and 
Gaza.

Northern countries providing technical expertise: Lithuania, Moldova, Portugal, 
Ukraine, United States. 

OPEN GOVERNMENT 

Droit et Justice (Moroccan NGO); Lebanese Organization for Studies and Training; Justice Center 
for Legal Aid (Jordan); Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA); European Commission for 
the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ); Open Society Institute; UK Consultation Institute; Portuguese 
Parliament; International Legal Aid Group.

INITIATIVE
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 Knowledge exchange seminar on open  
government reforms, Tunis, May 2014: The 

program helped support a seminar in Tunisia to 
facilitate international knowledge exchange for 20 

representatives from a range of departments under the 
Office of the Prime Minister focused on open government 

reforms, notably public petitions and public consultations. 
This activity built on similar work conducted in Morocco, where 

the CMI has been supporting the design and implementation 
of a new legal framework on public consultations, including the 

drafting of laws and regulations. As Tunisia is a new member of the 
Open Government Initiative, there is increasing demand to continue 

support through technical expertise and South-South learning on key 
reforms under way in this area. 

 Regional legal aid workshop, Marseille, August 2014: This activity 
was part of component 1 and aimed at providing practical training to 

partners implementing legal aid services (CSOs, bar associations, ministries 
of justice) in Jordan, Lebanon, and Morocco. The workshop covered the 

following areas: developing self-help tools; delivering services to remote areas; 
and developing hotline services. This activity sought to contribute to cross-

country learning, in order to support the development of effective and sustainable 
models for the delivery of legal aid services. In addition, because there is a 

clear gender dimension to the lack of access to justice, there was also 
a cross-thematic engagement, through discussions on how to 

develop targeted services for poor women.

Increased capacity: Two workshops held in May 2013 and 
August 2014 under component 1 helped to create an informal 

regional community of practice for representatives of the justice system in 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Morocco, and increased their capacity in terms of the design, 

implementation, and monitoring and evaluation of justice sector services. Under component 
2, international knowledge exchange was facilitated for 20 representatives from a range of Tunisian 

departments under the Office of the Prime Minister focused on open government reforms, notably public 
petitions and public consultations. 

Informed policy choice: Under component 1, knowledge was produced on the demand side of justice sector 
services in Jordan and Lebanon. Knowledge generated has been disseminated through workshops and has helped 

guide the development of the program in Morocco.

Results 
Selected

Key 2014 Deliverables
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THE MEDITERRANEAN DIALOGUE FORUM

Dialogue represents a key channel through which the CMI can make an increasingly 
relevant contribution to regional integration. Its comparative advantage lies in its 
capacity to draw on a wide range of networks and provide a platform for dialogue 
that is neutral and inclusive. Furthermore, the CMI is under few institutional 
constraints and is able to address sensitive topics.  

In 2014, the CMI successfully convened policy makers, experts, and stakeholders to 
engage in dialogue through the CMI Debates and the Economic Discussion Series.

The CMI Debates bring together communities of decision makers, experts, and other 
stakeholders from both rims of the Mediterranean to reflect on specific themes. Such 
events spread knowledge and evidence among Mediterranean leaders and actors 
from the private sector and civil society. In November 2014, the CMI organized a one-
day event during the eighth edition of the Mediterranean Economic Week to address 
the issue of tourism in the region. Such events demonstrate the Center’s capacity to 
facilitate dialogue in a way that adds value and visibility to partners’ programs.

The Economic Discussion Series, the CMI’s new dialogue initiative, brings 
together prominent figures from across the professional and academic spectrum, 
including economists and political analysts from both the northern and southern 
Mediterranean, who are selected for their understanding of the region. Some 
members of the group have held or currently hold high office in public institutions in 
their respective countries. The series takes the form of a multidisciplinary working 
group that meets to share insights on the current economic transition in the 
Mediterranean. The interdisciplinary approach underpinning the series enables it 
to foster an overall perspective and contribute toward better understanding of the 
social and economic realities of the Arab world. It also facilitates a cross-sectoral 
discussion aimed at articulating strategic macroeconomic options that can be 
directly used by policy makers and civil society in the region. 

In 2015, the CMI will scale up its capacity to convene multi-level dialogue by 
employing its three principal tools in parallel. The Mediterranean Dialogue Forum 
is viewed as an essential component of the Center. In light of regional challenges 
and the need for the CMI to be increasingly relevant in a rapidly evolving regional 
context, the Center recognizes the importance of convening discussions around 
themes that resonate with the demands of the South.  
 

3.2 
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A NEW INITIATIVE: Discussions 
on Economic Transitions in the 
Mediterranean and a Paper for the 
Italian Presidency of the European Union

The fruitful exchanges of 2014 resulted in a 
strategic paper that sought to interpret the 
situation in the southern Mediterranean for the 
Italian Presidency of the EU. The paper analyzes 
the transitions under way in Arab nations (new 
constitutions, new socioeconomic challenges) 
and their relations with the northern rim of the 
Mediterranean. The key theme is the reduction 
of youth and female unemployment and draws 
European attention to four closely linked areas: 
i) reconstructing the value chain through 
coproduction involving the northern and southern 
Mediterranean; ii) supporting the rural economy 
and regional development; iii) fostering the 
development of the knowledge economy; and 
iv) securing the mobility of individuals legally 
residing in the common space. 

The paper achieved considerable visibility. It 
was presented by the CMI at the Rencontres 
économiques d’Aix-en-Provence and was sent to 
the Italian Presidency of the European Union in 
the second semester of 2014.

ONE-DAY MULTI-PARTNER EVENT 
ON TOURISM: An Illustration of 
CMI’s Debates

In November 2014, in the framework of the 
Mediterranean Economic Week, which brings 
together stakeholders and civil society from 
various backgrounds from the two rims of the 
Mediterranean, the CMI organized a one-day 
event, Tourism, Driver of Development and 
Cultural Exchanges, in partnership with Région 
Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur.

Drawing on the expertise of its partners 
and networks, the Center organized four 
sessions with the participation of ministers 
and stakeholders from both rims of the 
Mediterranean. The aim of the debate was to 
exchange knowledge, experience, and concrete 
examples of successes and failures alike, as 
well as to offer operational recommendations 
for the future. 
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COMMUNICATION: SETTING THE GROUNDS FOR FULL SPEED 

Communication is fundamental to CMI’s sustainability. It increases the efficiency of knowledge sharing, 
showcases the impact of programs, gives resonance to dialogue activities, facilitates partnerships, and 
paves the way for fundraising.

In 2014, the CMI gave priority to upgrading the 
communication support it provides to its members 
and partners. Efforts focused on systemizing 
processes, upgrading channels, and strategizing 
content. This was essentially completed through:

Human resources: In 2014, a communication 
unit was established at the CMI with the 
recruitment of a full-time communication officer, 
a full-time communication consultant, and a part-
time multimedia specialist.

3.3 

STATISTICS CONFIRM THE 
POTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS

In January 2014, a full-time communication 
officer was recruited and recent efforts have 
highlighted the potential for success. 

 Renewed activity on the website since 
the beginning of 2014 resulted in a 27% 
increase in the number of visitors over the 
January-August 2013 period.

Blogs: Intensified activity resulted in an 
increase by a factor of 174 (nine blogs 
with 4,775 average views/blog post in 
2012/2013; 20 blogs with 8,340 average 
page views per blog post from January to 
October 2014). 

Newsletter: Consistent increase in 
viewership since revival: 300 views (issue 
1), 500 views (issue 2).

and customized entries for civil society, decision 
makers, development institutions, researchers, 
and media. The new website is expected to be 
launched in early 2015. 

Re-launch of monthly newsletter: Since April 
2014, the CMI e-letters have been revived. 
Circulated on a monthly basis, they provide a 
snapshot of CMI activities, upcoming events, 
and recent online publications. The newsletters 
also feature partners’ activities organized at the 
Villa Valmer. From May 2014, seven issues were 
produced. 

Jumpstarting the CMI blog: Blog posts play a 
central role in the CMI’s communication. They 
not only give voice to a wide array of actors, they 

Development of a new website: The website is 
CMI’s main communication channel: it constitutes 
the hub to which all associated channels are linked 
and has the ambition to serve as a resource center 
on Mediterranean issues. For these reasons, the 
CMI is developing a new website. Main upgrades 
will include optimized navigation, sound content 
architecture, a refreshed design focused on 
visualization and multimedia, maximized search 
engine optimization. New features will include 
filters by country, advanced search engines, 
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also make it possible to distill lengthy documents 
into easy-to-digest articles and visualizations, 
and they link knowledge to current events. Over 
a dozen blogs have covered topics such as labor 
mobility, skilled migration, the new constitutions 
of Tunisia and Egypt, family code reforms in 
Morocco, the cost of non-management of solid 
waste, resilience of cities, fertility, etc. The CMI 
will further invest in guest bloggers and partner 
with “CMI fellows” in order to position its blog as 
a platform on which diverse voices and opinions 
are expressed and knowledge is activated.

DISMANTLING MEDITERRANEAN 
MYTHS: The CMI’s New Infographic 
Series

Dismantling Mediterranean Myths is the CMI’s 

new infographic blog series. Using facts and 

statistics, it addresses misconceptions about 

the region. By opening up barriers, the series 

hopes to reframe, refresh, and advance the 

thinking on Mediterranean issues. 

Inaugural issues focused on myths about 

Islamic fertility, the status of women, and 

the topic of youth and migration. They were 

based on a contribution by Youssef Courbage, 

Research Director of the National Institute 

for Demographic Studies (INED) in Paris. 

The infographics were produced in English, 

Arabic, and French and were widely cross-

promoted on partners’ channels.  

LIVE TV ARAB YOUTH DEBATE: 
Have young people reaped the 
fruits of the Arab Spring?

The CMI/World Bank Arab Youth Initiative 

hosted the Arab Youth Debate in the Tunisian 

capital on April 1, 2014. The debate was 

moderated by Al Jazeera host Abderrahim 

Foukara and included youth activists from 

Egypt, Iraq, Tunisia, and Yemen to explore 

the reality behind the statistics and tackle the 

critical question: Have young people reaped 

the fruits of the Arab Spring? Panelists 

answered questions from a live audience and 

the debate was streamed online and telecast 

on Al Jazeera’s Mubashr channel. 

Videos and infographics: Multimedia products 
constitute a powerful knowledge-sharing tool 
that is accessible to a wide range of audiences. 
Priority was given to the production of videos 
and data visualizations as the CMI reinvested 
both in producing such material and in providing 
support to programs for doing so. As a result, the 
CMI produced several infographics (a three-blog 
series on dismantling Mediterranean myths and a 
blog on labor mobility) and eight videos (a series 
of six video blogs on city resilience that give voice 
to experts and mayors, one video documenting 
the success of the knowledge economy program 
led with ISESCO, and another on the importance 
of access to justice). These products were widely 
cross-promoted on partners’ channels.

Nurturing media relations: Sustained media 
outreach to regional and national media in Arab 
countries and in France was restarted. A total 
of six press invitations and press releases were 
issued and yielded some promising results: 40 
media mentions (in English, Arabic, and French), 
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UKP’S MULTI-PARTNER 
KNOWLEDGE-SHARING TOOL ON 
URBANIZATION 

The CMI/World Bank Middle East and North 

Africa Urbanization Knowledge Platform 

(MENA UKP) launched a series of multi-

partner and thematic newsletters on 

urbanization. 

The newsletter highlights support to MENA 

countries provided by several development 

partners, including AUDI, AFD, CMI, EIB, 

GIZ, and the World Bank.

The inaugural issue focused on city 

resilience. It was made available in 

English, Arabic, and French and was 

produced by the CMI. 

MOVING FORWARD: The CMI 
communication strategy for  
2015-18

Target Audiences

CMI founding members and partner 

organizations

North/South decision makers 

 Youth/civil society organizations interested 

in development in the region

 Media 

Communication Goals

Create greater understanding of CMI 

identity and added value

Increase visibility of CMI programs and 

activities 

Promote and increase visibility and 

involvement of partners

Showcase development impact of CMI and 

concrete results

 Position CMI as a resource center and 

encourage knowledge sharing through/

within the CMI

Disseminate eye-opening data on cross-

thematic and “hot” topics

Approaches

 Increase understanding of CMI identity 

and value

 Establish efficient processes

 Optimize channels and tools

 Strategize content

 Give prominence to partners and networks

Monte Carlo Douwaliya produced a one-hour 

talk show on city resilience, Al Hayat covered 

the city resilience event at which Le Monde was 

also present, Al Jazeera hosted a live Arab Youth 

conceptualizing and consolidating a database 

of networks and actors of change across the 

Mediterranean. A system for capturing the 

diversity and richness of the networks created 

by the programs was put in place and an internal 

database was updated with over 6,000 contacts.

Moving forward, communication at the CMI will 

be systematized and strengthened in terms of 

processes, channels/tools, and content.

Debate with the World Bank and the CMI, and the 

Tunisian and Moroccan national news agencies 

covered the regional higher education event. 

Building on cross-promotion: Giving prominence 

to partnerships and making use of cross-

promotion potential is a communication priority. 

The CMI therefore promoted partners’ knowledge 

and activities in its e-letters, on its website, and 

in its thematic newsletter. CMI’s blogs, videos, 

and news were promoted in several partners’ 

channels such as the World Bank MENA blog, 

external and internal websites, the World Bank’s 

country office newsletters; the GFDRR trust fund 

website, the newsletter of OCEMO (Office of 

Economic Cooperation for Mediterranean and 

Middle East), etc.

Consolidating networks: To facilitate more 

targeted communication, the CMI worked on 
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Demographic transition spread over two centuries in Europe. In Arab countries, it began later, but 
it is speedier. It took two centuries for Europe to pass from 5 children to 2. It took two or three 
decades in Tunisia and Morocco.

5 kids / family

2 -  3  Decades In Tunis ia  and Morocco
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2 kids / family

THE WORLD IS IN A LOGIC OF CONVERGENCE

FACT

* Research Director of the Institute National d’Etudes Demographiques (INED) in Paris * Expert in the field of relationship 
between demography and politics, principally in Arab and Muslim countries. Courbage was Scientific Director of the French 
Institute of the Near East in Beirut and is author of around three hundred and fifty publications, books, articles, reports and 
teaching material. Together with Emmanuel Todd he added a new dimension to the ongoing debate over the clash of 
civilizations through predicting the modernization of the Islamic World in their book 'Le rendez-vous des civilizations’

Dudley Kirk, renowned American demographer, 
highlighted the “laws” of “Muslim Natality”:
- Islamic fertility is universally high
- It shows no significant decline
- It is greater than that of neighboring peoples 
followers of other religions.

Samuel Huntington gave considerable weight to 
demography in the clash between North/South, 
Europe/Arab world, Christianity/Islam: 
"The resurgence of Islam has been fueled by 
spectacular rates of growth" 

(Dudley Kirk,“Factors affecting Moslem natality”, 
in Population and Society, 1968)

(Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the 
Remaking of the World Order. Penguin Books, 1996)

Samuel Huntington: “Population growth in 
Muslim countries, expansion of the 15-24 years, 
provides recruitment for fundamentalism, 
insurgency and migration. Economic growth 
strengthens Asian government, demographic 
growth threatens Muslim governments and 
non-Muslim societies».

Huntington goes on to argue that population 
growth in the Islamic world leading to a population 
consisting largely of youth, the failure of the state 
to deliver economically and the dictatorial nature of 
the state which suppresses political activity, has led 
to a rise in fundamentalism and Islamic resurgence 
in the world.

Source: (Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order. Penguin Books, 1996)

YOUTH BULGE IS A MAJOR FEATURE OF ARAB COUNTRIES 
AND IS THE CAUSE OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE

Huntington goes on to argue that population 
growth in the Islamic world leading to a population 
consisting largely of youth, the failure of the state 
to deliver economically and the dictatorial nature of 
the state which suppresses political activity, has led 
to a rise in fundamentalism and Islamic resurgence 
in the world.

Source: (Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order. Penguin Books, 1996)

Youth Bulge Mediterranean

Fertility 
WomenMen

33%42%

30%

* Research Director of the Institute National d’Etudes Demographiques (INED) in Paris * Expert in the field of relationship between demography and politics, principally in 
Arab and Muslim countries. Courbage was Scientific Director of the French Institute of the Near East in Beirut and is author of around three hundred and fifty publications, 
books, articles, reports and teaching material. Together with Emmanuel Todd he added a new dimension to the ongoing debate over the clash of civilizations through 
predicting the modernization of the Islamic World in their book 'Le rendez-vous des civilizations’

ARAB COUNTRIES’ FERTILITY HAS BEEN MORE THAN 
HALVED IN 30 YEARS

- The universality of fertility decrease 
invalidates the concept of an unbridgeable gap 
between the West and Islam. 

- France’s present fertility rate stands at 2.01. It 
is, so to say, higher than Tunisia, Lebanon and 
Iran. 

- Strong presence of women in universities. 
- Female university enrollment rates exceed male enrollment rates, in almost all Arab countries.

WOMEN ARE CONQUERING UNIVERSITIES

Women Status 

ARAB WOMEN ARE EMERGING IN PUBLIC LIFE



THE CMI’S DRIVE FOR PARTNERSHIPS

The CMI is a multi-partner platform. Enduring partnerships lie at the heart of the CMI’s pursuit of its 
mission. The CMI is unique in the richness of its membership in both the South and the North. Its 
array of members and partners is central to the character of the Center and includes public institutions 
(governments and multilateral agencies) and independent entities (CSOs, academic institutions, and 
networks of independent actors) that participate in CMI activities and collaborate with the CMI at the 
strategic level. Its founding members are the Mediterranean rim countries (Egypt, France, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, and Tunisia) as well as international financing institutions (EIB, the World Bank). Its 
numerous partners (the City of Marseille, AFD, CDC, ISESCO, UfM, among others) help to make the 
Center a unique space for integration around the Mediterranean.

In early 2014, the CMI recruited a senior 
partnerships officer to give more relevance to the 
partnership nature of the CMI and to oversee the 
consolidation of existing linkages with partners and 
the cultivation of outreach to strengthen capacity 
and strategic positioning in the region. The CMI 
has been working to establish strategic ties with 
potential new partners with complementary 
objectives in order to leverage and scale up the 
work of the Center.  

Countries: To improve cooperation with target 
countries, the CMI has established contacts with 
governments from the North and the South of 
the Mediterranean. They includes the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ) in order to emphasize the 
CMI’s intention to strengthen its collaboration 

with this key European partner. This was made 
possible by the Center’s close cooperation with 
GIZ on several programs (International Labor 
Mobility, Green Growth/Solid Waste Management, 
Employment/Social Protection, and Urban 
Development). The CMI has established contact 
with the Italian Ministry for Foreign Affairs. In 
Algeria, the CMI is also in contact with the President 
of the Popular Assembly of the Municipality of 
Algiers in order to outline possible avenues for 
future collaboration.

Development agencies: The CMI is exploring 
ways to further its collaboration with development 
agencies working on the same themes, such as the 
African Development Bank (AfDB), the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD), and JICA.

3.4 
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Local authorities: Since its creation the CMI has had a very solid partnership with the City of Marseille. 
Building on this success, the Center wishes to develop its relationships with other local authorities from 
the North and the South of the Mediterranean. For example, it is strengthening its cooperation with 
the PACA Region to share knowledge and resources with local authorities. Working more closely with 
French local authorities could be a first step toward cooperation with local authorities from the southern 
rim of the Mediterranean.

Partnership with Mediterranean institutions: 
The CMI has an operational partnership with 
institutions such as UfM and the Banque de 
France, and will build on the successful example 
of the joint work with ISESCO on the knowledge 
economy to foster joint work with regional 
institutions from the South. 

Non-governmental organizations: The CMI 
is exploring different ways of strengthening 
relations with non-governmental partners such 
as Mediterranean think tanks and research 
institutes or European think tanks working on 
the MENA Region. For instance, members of 
the Bertelsmann Foundation (Germany) visited 
the CMI on July 2014 and shared their views on 
common areas of interest, such as immigration, 
and emphasized their desire to strengthen future 
cooperation.

Representatives and secondees: CMI 
fosters collaboration with various institutions. 
Representatives from the GIZ, the AFD, and a 

focal point seconded by the French Ministry of 
the Environment are based at the CMI and are 
part of the team. 

CMI fellows: To broaden its think tank activities 
and partnerships, the CMI seeks to develop 
a network of CMI fellows. These experts can 
share their knowledge with the CMI by writing 
articles and animating blogs on different topics 
(immigration, new constitutions, etc.).

Moving forward, the CMI will continue to focus 
on outreach and partnerships. It will continue to 
implement its partnership strategy in consultation 
with the Oversight Committee. In June 2014, the 
CMI consulted the Oversight Committee about 
its ongoing efforts in this respect. It was the first 
time that the Center convened the Oversight 
Committee to seek the advice of its members 
concerning the orientation of its partnership 
strategy. The Committee endorsed the Center’s 
strategy. 
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ASSESSING THE CMI 

In July 2014, in line with the MoU and at the request of the Oversight Committee,1  an independent 
assessment of the CMI examined the Center’s present status and prospects. The assessment highlighted 
the CMI’s past achievements and challenges, and concluded that the CMI has a unique place in catalyzing 
cooperation and development in the Mediterranean and unequivocally recommended a renewal of the 
CMI’s mandate for three additional years and the deepening and expansion of its operations. 
 

CMI INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT REPORT: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY (JULY 2014)

This assessment of the CMI presents a critical 
analysis of its present status and proposes 
specific policies and measures to further develop 
its activities and improve its performance.

The CMI is an innovative and valuable initiative. 
Its raison d’être and mandate are rooted in 
a strong and strategic rationale aligned with 
international consensus on development aid 
policies and Euromed policies for the integration 
of the Mediterranean region. 

As a platform for awareness building, 
knowledge exchange, dissemination of best 
practices, and open dialogue on public policies, 
the CMI represents a unique space and a 
catalyst for cooperation and development in 
the Mediterranean.

1. The second phase of the CMI was established on the basis of a three-year MoU which takes it through to June 30, 2015. 
The MoU, signed by all members, states that: “An independent assessment of the CMI and its activities and Programs 
will be undertaken in 2014, at the initiative of the Oversight Committee. Its conclusions will form the basis for a decision 
at the 2014 Annual Meeting.”

CMI INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT: 
Unequivocal Recommendations 
for CMI Renewal, Deepening, and 
Expansion

“As a platform for awareness building, 
knowledge exchange, dissemination of 
best practices, and open dialogue on public 
policies, the CMI represents a unique 
space and a catalyst for cooperation and 
development in the Mediterranean. We 
strongly recommend a renewal of CMI’s 
mandate.”

The authors strongly recommend a renewal 
of CMI’s mandate and the adoption of 
Scenario II “deepening, and expanding” for 
the next two or three years.

CMI Independent Assessment Report, 2014

4.1 

LOOKING
AHEAD
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Strategy: During its first few years of existence the 
CMI was trying to make its very generic mandate 
operational: promote employment through 
increased Mediterranean integration; achieve 
long-term sustainable growth and participatory 
governance. During the first two periods of its 
existence, the CMI boldly implemented a growth 
strategy. To that end, it was opportunistically 
attracting a variety of programs and activities 
proposed by its institutional members and was 
producing knowledge with the help of its member 
and non-member development agencies. The 
CMI was making an effort to share this knowledge 
and act as a think tank to produce it. From CMI 
1.0 to CMI 2.0, the CMI lacked a well-defined 
strategy that relies on clearly defined products/
services approved by its Oversight Committee. 
A perception of overlapping sectoral initiatives 
and underlying ambiguities in the objectives to be 
achieved by programs and activities carried out 
by the Center (knowledge producer / knowledge 
collector; technical dialogue / high-level dialogue; 
knowledge services platform / financing) may have 
blurred and weakened its strategic positioning.

services offered. They will include the collection 
(rather than the creation) of knowledge and its 
wide dissemination to CMI members and non-
members; and the organization of seminars, 
Rencontres Valmer, etc., for dialogue and 
exchange of ideas on technical subjects. The CMI 
cannot and should not compete with development 
agencies in creating knowledge and should avoid 
politically charged controversial topics in which it 
has no comparative advantage.

Operational procedures at the CMI need 
considerable improvement. Recently produced 
guidelines concerning internal procedures should 
be strengthened and well-defined criteria should 
be established to manage the Multi-Donor 
Trust Fund. Furthermore, the CMI does not, at 
present, systematically evaluate its programs 
and activities; the report recommends the 
establishment of key performance indicators, 
including client satisfaction, to evaluate all 
programs and activities. Many of the CMI’s 
activities do not easily lend themselves to 
objective and quantitative evaluation criteria but 
this should not deter management from pursuing 
this objective. Finally, financial reporting should 
be significantly improved to make it easier to 
understand and to facilitate comparisons between 
actual and historical data, especially in relation to 
the MDTF.

The future strategy should focus on subjects that 
are fundamental to economic integration and 
exclude opportunistic programs and activities. 
The CMI should clearly specify the products/
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Ownership of the CMI by stakeholders: The CMI 
would benefit from a much greater integration 
with its natural French, European, and southern 
Mediterranean members. A decision by the 
French government to decentralize its decision-
making teams dealing with Mediterranean 
integration from Paris to Marseille could 
significantly affect the CMI’s relevance and 
efficiency. Reciprocally, major organizational 
evolutions occurring within the World Bank could 
decisively affect CMI’s interactions with sector 

specialists. For their part, the southern members 
should assume greater ownership of the CMI 
by actively participating in the elaboration of its 
strategy, proposing programs, and participating 
in its activities at a senior level. Several members 
of the CMI feel that the Mashreq countries are not 
as well integrated in its activities as those of the 
Maghreb. This situation needs to be addressed 
quickly and permanently. CMI management 
should make special efforts to implicate Mashreq 
countries in its activities and the representative 
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on improving and updating the CMI website. The 
report emphasizes the need for a comprehensive 
communications strategy aimed at both the North 
and the South, members and non-members. This 
strategy would benefit from a greater effort by 
management to better integrate existing and 
proposed programs and activities, leading to a 
comprehensive database, stronger networks, 
and useful lessons drawn from experience.

This report rules out two extreme options for the 
future (termination and institutionalization) due 
to the absence of support from any stakeholder. 
It proposes two reference scenarios for the 
evolution of the CMI. 

Scenario I, “Consolidation and professionalization” 
envisages basically renewing the mandate of 
the CMI as it is now, with the same human and 
financial resources. However, the CMI would 
have a well-defined strategy and a clear line of 
product offerings and better financial reporting 
and communication. It strives to develop a first 
step in improving the harmonization of program 
logframes through the elaboration of shared 
performance indicators among partners. It 
should also promote the sharing of networks 
between programs. We believe that this scenario 
represents a baseline approach that would allow 
the CMI to progress with a minimal level of 
improvements.

Scenario II, “Deepening and expanding” 
envisages a modest investment in the CMI’s 
human and financial resources by adding much 
better coordination of activities and networking 
to scenario I, including the creation of an 
intranet among members, the adoption of a 
comprehensive evaluation of all activities based 
on well-defined criteria, and a greatly enhanced 
communications policy. This scenario also 
envisages the implementation of a new outreach 
strategy, including both a geographical expansion 
of the CMI’s membership (from the North and the 
South) and a new fundraising effort. 

The Oversight Committee will decide which 
scenario will be adopted. The authors strongly 
recommend a renewal of CMI’s mandate 
and the adoption of Scenario II for the next 
two or three years.

of Mashreq countries should play a greater role 
in devising the CMI’s strategy and proposing 
programs.

Many key decision makers in the North and 
South are either unaware of the CMI’s existence 
or do not know enough about it. It is clear that the 
CMI’s communication efforts have so far been 
very basic. The new management is conscious 
of this major shortcoming and has recruited a 
communications expert who has begun to work 
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MAIN LINES OF ACTION FOR 2015-18

As a platform for awareness building, knowledge exchange, dissemination of best practices, and open 
dialogue on public policy, it is in its next phase that the CMI’s role becomes critical. The independent 
assessment highlighted both the complexity and the uniqueness of the Center. Looking forward, the 
CMI has an opportunity to build on its strengths and value added while repositioning itself around clear 
products and service lines, focusing on themes that are fundamental to the transitions in the South and 
to Mediterranean integration.  

REBALANCING TOWARD A REGIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE PLATFORM

Over the next decade, knowledge and dialogue 
will be essential to the transition of southern 
Mediterranean countries. If the CMI is to be 
increasingly relevant as it moves into its next 
phase, and strategically placed to overcome 
the challenges currently facing a region in 
transition, it must sharpen its focus on knowledge 
dissemination as an essential component of the 
Center’s business model. By positioning the 
CMI as a regional knowledge-sharing platform 
and scaling up its capacity to offer members 
opportunities to learn from one another, the 
Center will more effectively nourish public policy 
debate and support transition in the region. 

The CMI will therefore endeavor to rebalance 
its work program towards its core role as 
a regional knowledge platform rooted in its 
programs and dialogue pillars. This resonates 
not only with the regional context, it also reflects 
the recommendations of the CMI independent 
assessment and consultations held with its 
governance structures. 

THREE BUSINESS AREAS TO SUPPORT 
MEDITERRANEAN INTEGRATION 

The CMI will rebalance its business model around 
three complementary pillars: Mediterranean 
Knowledge Platform; Programs; and Mediterranean 
Dialogue Forum. 

PROGRAMS

The program business area is a well-established and recognized business product that provides 
knowledge and advisory services in an action-oriented manner. 

Moving forward, the program business line will continue to be a central pillar of the CMI’s next 
phase. Adjustments will be made in three key areas. First, the selection process for committing 
allocations from the Multi-Donor Trust Fund to programs will be streamlined. Proposals for 
funding are to be evaluated against five criteria to ensure strategic relevance. Second, the 
portfolio will be streamlined by consolidating closely connected programs, closing inactive ones, 
creating synergies between programs, and ensuring geographic balance between Mashreq and 
Maghreb. Third, a results and monitoring framework will support a common understanding of 
the expected results and outcomes and how they contribute to the overall CMI results mandate.

4.2 
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THEMATIC FOCUS, SERVICE LINES, AND RESULTS

Operational coherence is essential if the CMI’s identity, mandate, and comparative advantage are to be 
clearly understood. Moving forward, therefore, it is necessary to clarify the CMI’s thematic focus and 
service lines and to reinforce the emphasis on results.

MEDITERRANEAN DIALOGUE FORUM

The CMI will strengthen the dialogue forum through the CMI Debates and Economic 
Discussion Series. The dialogue forum provides a neutral and inclusive space to share and 
discuss different views and opinions, to promote new ideas, and to weave together the political, 
social, and economic dimensions of reforms.  

Scaling up its capacity as a convener of dialogue, the CMI will continue to foster inclusive 
discussions on issues of relevance to the Mediterranean region. A meeting will be held every 
year to discuss and decide on future topics. This meeting will bring members of the Oversight 
Committee together with experts from both rims of the Mediterranean to ensure that the 
selection process resonates with the demands of the South. 

Focused sectoral exposure is necessary and 
will be achieved by identifying the areas that:  
i) correspond to member countries’ development 
priorities; ii) create synergy with parallel efforts 
by development institutions; iii) offer the greatest 
potential for regional cooperation and sharing of 
solutions; and iv) require multi-country action to 
achieve lasting results.

Each CMI business area (programs, dialogue 
forum, and knowledge platform) has the 
possibility to: facilitate access to knowledge; 
convene regional dialogue; build capacity; 
and support upstream projects. These service 

lines will give additional clarity to the work of the 
business areas, illustrating clearly the way in which 
they add value to transitions and integration. 

The CMI is committed to strengthening its 
results framework in order to better monitor the 
impact of programs and knowledge activities. 
The independent assessment noted that while 
the identification of results is challenging, 
improvements need be made in this area. The 
effective delivery of an overall results framework 
that takes into account all business areas will be 
decisive for demonstrating the Center’s value and 
documenting its achievements. 

Going forward, the CMI must exercise 
its comparative advantage and strive to 
complement rather than duplicate the efforts 
of its partners. As a result, it will put more 
emphasis on its strengths in leveraging 
the capacities, diversity, and richness of its 
partner organizations. It will therefore focus 
on disseminating knowledge by:

 Mapping and selecting knowledge: 
The CMI will map and select high-quality 
knowledge products from its own programs 
or from the analytical work of its partners. 
Procedures will be designed for capturing 
lessons learned by CMI program leaders.

 Packaging and customizing 
knowledge: Knowledge will be packaged 
and customized in formats that are readily 
usable by decisions makers, practitioners, 

civil society, youth, and the media. To 
support this process, the CMI will contract 
CMI fellows, who will use their economic, 
technical, or political expertise to produce 
articles and blogs on specialized topics. 
Translations in Arabic, English, and French 
will be made available as needed.

 Expanding knowledge exchange 
options: Opportunities for knowledge 
dissemination and peer learning events 
will be increased and diversified by 
encouraging institutions and teams to 
contribute to CMI debates. Virtual events, 
such as video conferences and interactive 
sessions, will engage people virtually. 
At least five events of each kind will be 
organized every year.  The CMI will sustain 
two practice communities every year.

MEDITERRANEAN KNOWLEDGE PLATFORM
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OVERVIEW 
OF CMI FUNDING 

AND EXPENDITURES

As in previous years, the CMI’s budget has three main components:

Financing from the World Bank, which covers the costs of the Coordination Unit, including staff, staff 
travel, equipment, corporate support, and administrative support services, as well as direct funding 
for various programs.

A Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF), which collects contributions from the AFD, CDC, EIB, the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the French Ministry of Economy and Finance, and the Governments of 
Tunisia and Jordan.2

 Direct contributions from CMI’s partners for specific programs and for general support. 

2. Jordan’s contribution, received in FY15, is not reflected in FY14 MDTF resources.
3. Ten of these programs were terminated in FY14.

Since inception, total contributions from all three 
sources of funding stand at US$38.5 million. Table 1 
provides an overview of allocations and expenses 
for CMI FY10-14 from CMI’s three main sources 
of finance. It shows that contributions from the 
World Bank budget amounted to US$14.8 million 
during FY10-14 for both CMI administration 
(US$9.1 million) and CMI programs (US$5.7 
million). Over the same period, total MDTF 
resources were US$7.7 million, while allocations 
were US$7.4 million. Direct contributions from 
partners, including monetary and in-kind, to both 
programs and general support, as estimated by 
the partners, amounted to US$16 million.   

Table 2 shows the breakdown of resources 
allocated by the World Bank, the MDTF, and 

partners to each of the 26 programs funded by 
the CMI from July 1, 2010, to June 30, 2014.3  
The table also shows: i) the sources of finance 
for cross-cutting activities undertaken by the 
Coordination Unit; ii) the total allocation to CMI-
supported programs by source of funding; and  
iii) the resources allocated to cross-cutting 
activities handled by the Coordination Unit, such 
as CMI governance, program support, thematic 
events, and communications. These totaled $12.1 
million, which includes US$9.1 million from the 
World Bank, US$2 million from the MDTF, and 
also million from the City of Marseille, reflecting 
the value of placing the Villa Valmer and its offices 
at the disposal of the CMI in co-use with other 
institutions.
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AND EXPENDITURES



REVENUE
TOTAL 

(USD 1000)

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY10-14

World Bank Contribution /1

To programs 

To Center administration

Partner Contribution to MDTF /2

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development (MOFA)

French Ministry of Economy and Finance (MINEFI)

French Development Agency (AFD)

Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (CDC)

European Investment Bank (EIB)

Tunisian Ministry of Development and International Cooperation

Trust Fund investment income and fees

French Development Agency (AFD)

Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations (CDC)

Cities Alliance

City of Marseille 

European Investment Bank (EIB)

European Training Foundation (ETF)

Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)

754 833 1,926 1,133 1,035

1,500 2,040 2,000 1,580 1,962

 1,353    2,659 - -

300 - - -

535 257 - 414

285 134 - 134

597 392 192 808

- - - 48

(181) (147) 5 (64)

2,254 2,873 3,926 2,713 2,996 14,762

5,680

9,082

2,889 3,296 197 1,339 7,722

 4,012

300

 1,206

553

 1,989

48

(387)

 2,178

 1,180

250

435

 1,351

119

 3,000

430

Partner Contribution to CMI Programs /3 14,999

German Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation (GIZ) 

Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)

International Water Association 

League of Arab States 

French Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Energy (MEDDE)

Migration Policy Center

Morocco Governance Transition Fund

Nordic Trust Fund 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

Plan Bleu

Public-Private Infrastructure Advisory Facility Sub-National Technical Assistance (PPIAF_SNTA)

Private companies

United Nations Development Program (UNDP)

World Bank Water Partnership Program 

Others

Partner Contribution to General Support

City of Marseille /4

 1,399

165

100

250

102

100

730

375

122

959

100

140

653

100

762

1,037

 1,037

TABLE 1 WORLD BANK AND PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS FOR FISCAL YEARS 2010-14, COVERING 
PERIODS BETWEEN 1 JULY AND 30 JUNE

/1 Amounts reflect expenditures.
/2 A contribution of US$70,000 was received from Jordan in July 2014. 
/3 Based on information (includes staff, in-kind, and functioning) provided by partners. 
/4 City of Marseille's Villa Valmer and offices put at the disposal of CMI in co-use with other institutions.
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TABLE 2 WORLD BANK EXPENDITURES, MDTF ALLOCATIONS, AND PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
PROGRAMS FOR FISCAL YEARS 2010-14, COVERING PERIODS BETWEEN 1 JULY AND 30 JUNE

 PARTNER
CONTRIBUTION TOTAL

(USD 1000)
 MDTF /1 WORLD

BANK
LEADERSTHEME PROGRAMS

Trade and Economic Integration WB

WB

WB

EIB

EIB

WB

WB

WB

506 

185 

98 

-   

- 

1,132 

391 

58

- 

542 

- 

164

- 

563

430 

52 

- 

182

90

549

163

200

1,060 

- 

506 

909 

188 

713 

163 

1,894 

1,881 

110 

Knowledge Economy

Banking Regulation

Innovation Capacities

Higher Education

International Labor Mobility

Public-Private Partnerships 

DIQA /2

SUB-TOTAL 2,370 1,750 2,244 6,364 

WB & Plan Bleu

WB & AFD & Plan Bleu

WB

WB

AFD

EIB

228 

283 

256 

306

21 

-

616

345

150

40 

245

215

3,435 

1,715 

-

 598 

797

941 

4,279 

2,343 

406 

944

1,062 

1,156 

Water Resource/Demand Management

Integrated Risk Management

Cities and Climate Change /2

Sustainable Urban Transport

Sustainable Urban Development

SUB-TOTAL 1,094 1,610 7,485 10,189 

1.
 IN

TE
G

R
A

TE
D

 E
C

O
N

O
M

IE
S

2.
 S

U
S

TA
IN

A
B

LE
 

G
R

O
W

TH

Cities Alliance 68 300 250 618 MUDUN  (Joint Work Program) /2

ART (Articulation des Reseaux Territoriaux) - 
Local Empowerment /2 UNDP

WB

AFD

WB

WB

(4)

839

288 

198

-  

120 

410

79

180 

31 

762

429

359

1,005 

- 

879 

1,677 

726 

1,383 

31

Arab Youth Initiative  

Employment and Social Protection 

Open Government Initiative

Public Procurement Reform /2

SUB-TOTAL 2,217 2,005 5,270 9,492 

General Support /3 8,506 

123 

453 

-  

428 

498

250 

823 

1,037 9,971 

621 

703 

823 

Governance and Administration

Communications and Outreach

Thematic Events 

SUB-TOTAL 9,082 1,999 1,037 12,117 

5,680 5,365 14,999 26,045 TOTAL PROGRAMS

-  357 -   357 AVAILABLE BALANCE

14,762 7,722 16,036 38,520 GRAND TOTAL

C
O

O
R

D
IN

A
TI

O
N

3.
 P

A
R

TI
C

IP
A

TO
R

Y
 G

O
V

E
R

N
A

N
C

E

Environmental Health Initiative /2 WB

GIZ

CDC

WB

WB

5 

-

445 

89

288 

58

70

137

255

365

 56 

1,060 

719 

530

100

120

1,130

1,301 

874 

753

CoMun/CDS

Strategic Urban Development /2

Urbanization Knowledge Platform

Cities for a New Generation /2

Green Growth

/1 $7.7M were received from inception to June 2014, of which $7.4M were allocated.
/2 Programs were terminated/inactive as of the reporting date.
/3 City of Marseille's Villa and offices put at the disposal of CMI in co-use with other institutions.
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ANNEXES





MEDITERRANEAN DIALOGUE FORUM
1st Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

November 19, 2013, CMI, Marseille, France

2nd Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

January 22, Paris, France

3rd Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

March 19, Paris, France

4th Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

April 29-30, Paris, France

Contribution to the conference, For a New Euro-Mediterranean: Perspectives for 

Cooperation, Integration and Development 

May 5, Rome, Italy

5th Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean and 

Finalization of Policy Paper Presented to the EU Italian Presidency 

June 4, Marseille, France

Contribution to a conference session, Need for Shared Prosperity, in the context 

of the 14th Rencontres économiques d’Aix-en-Provence and presentation of the 

findings of the policy paper presented to the Italian Presidency of the EU on Economic 

Transitions in the Mediterranean

July 5, Aix-en-Provence, France

6th Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

July 19, Paris, France

Participation in the preparation of the 7th World Water Forum (2015), with a 

contribution to a session: Towards a Mediterranean Water Knowledge Platform 

September 9-10, Valencia, Spain

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
ANNEX 1 
NOVEMBER 2013 TO DECEMBER 2014
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7th Session of the Discussion Series: Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean

September 19, Paris, France

Presentation of the policy paper findings prepared for the Italian Presidency of the 

EU on economic transitions in the Mediterranean, as well as the Center’s activities 

on higher education and the knowledge economy at the UNIMED conference, 

Neighborhood Policy and the Mediterranean Youth Conference 

September 30 – October 1, Rome, Italy

CMI one-day event, Tourism, a Driver of Development and Cultural Exchanges, in the 

context of the Mediterranean Economic Week

November 7, Marseille, France

Contribution to a conference session, The Potential of the Social and Solidarity 

Economy in Addressing Societal Questions, in the context of the Mediterranean 

Economic Week 

November 8, Marseille, France

Participation in the Museum of Classical Art’s conference, Myths of the Mediterranean,

November 30, Mougins, France

Contribution to a conference session, Finance: The Role of States, Donors, 

Foundations, and Investment Funds, in the context of HOPITALEXPO 2014

December 4, Marseille, France

Contribution to the 5+5 Dialogue Forum: Protecting Youth to Preserve the Future 

December 4-5, Marseille, France

Participation in the Mediterranean civil society climate change event organized by 

the French PACA region

December 10-11, Marseille, France

PARTNERSHIPS

CMI hosts the 5+5 Dialogue Forum 

November 18, 2013, CMI, Marseille, France

Meeting with the president of the French Regional Council: Marseille, French Metropolis 

of Mediterranean Politics 

May 26, Marseille, France

Meeting with the Japanese International Cooperation Agency 

June 3, Marseille, France

Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding between UfM and CMI

June 4, Marseille, France

Meeting with Bertelsmann Foundation: Exploring Areas for Deepened Cooperation

July 10, CMI, Marseille, France 
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INTERNAL COORDINATION EVENTS
CMI staff and partners retreat
March 20-21, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

CMI discussion of knowledge platform with staff and program leaders
July 28-29, CMI, Marseille, France

CMI Program Coordination Meeting
September 16, CMI, Marseille, France

CMI 6th Annual Meeting
December 8-9, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

PROGRAMS

INTEGRATED ECONOMIES

Banking Regulation
High-level seminar: Non-Performing Loan Work-Outs and Bank Resolution in Euro-
Mediterranean Countries: What Worked? What Did Not?
May 27-28, Marseille, France

Economic Policy, Trade, and Investment
Regional conference on economic integration: Over the Horizon: a New Levant 
June 12, Beirut, Lebanon

Consultations with the MENA diaspora on their contributions to their countries of origin
June 24-25, Marseille, France

Higher Education
Higher Education Program Team Retreat 
November 28-29, 2013, CMI, Marseille, France

Regional event: From Vision to Action: Strengthening the Governance-Quality 
Assurance Nexus in Higher Education in MENA
June 12-13, Tunis, Tunisia

Higher education program team retreat 
October 6-7, CMI, Marseille, France

Innovation Capacities
Workshop: Creating the Right Ecosystem for Knowledge Valorization: A Case Study 
of ODTÜ Teknokent
June 16-18, Ankara, Turkey

EIB experts discuss further collaboration with CMI programs
July 28-29, CMI, Marseille, France 

Expert meeting: Developing an Innovation Scorecard for the MENA
November 19-20, Cairo, Egypt

Participation in the Arab Forum for Scientific Research and Sustainable Development: 
Towards a Return to Leadership in Science
19-21 December, Dubai, UAE
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International Labor Mobility

Shared report findings with multi-sectoral peer discussion: Towards a Global Labor 
Force in Healthcare
November 6, 2013, Washington, D.C., United States

CMI participates in workshop on hiring practices for skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled 
labor in Saudi Arabia
November 27-29, 2013, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Shared findings with the Migration Strategy Group on Global Competitiveness
January 31, Berlin, Germany

Shared report findings at the University of Aix-Marseille Law Faculty’s Thematic 
Week on Migration 
February 25-26, Aix-en-Provence, France

Appraisal mission for proposed MENA transition fund pilot project: Accessing 
Overseas Job Opportunities for Moroccan Youth
March 24–April 4, Rabat, Morocco

Participation in the Migration Strategy Group on Global Competitiveness 
April 10, Berlin, Germany

Participation in GCC admission policy workshop for expatriate workforce management 
April 22-24, Dubai, UAE

Participation in series of meetings on social protection and skills development 
May 21-22, Kuwait City, Kuwait

Participation in Cities of Migration International Conference 
June 4-6, Berlin, Germany

Launch of the LINC-UP (Labor Integration Network of Cities and Urban Planners) initiative 
November 3, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France 

Participation in the Metropolis Workshop: Migration: Energy for the Planet, Feeding Cultures
November 3-7, Milan, Italy

Public-Private Partnerships

Unlocking Transport PPP Pipelines and Project Delivery in the Mediterranean
October 29, Naples, Italy

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Green Growth

8th Project Steering Committee Meeting of the Regional Governance and Knowledge 
Generation Project, with representatives of Lebanon, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza, 
the World Bank, Plan Bleu, and the CMI
March 26-27, CMI, Marseille, France

9th Project Steering Committee Meeting of the Regional Governance and Knowledge 
Generation Project, with representatives of Lebanon, Tunisia, West Bank and Gaza, 
the World Bank, Plan Bleu, and the CMI
October 8-9, CMI, Marseille, France
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Workshop on the cost of environmental degradation in three Mediterranean capital cities 
April 23-24, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Participation in 4th SWEEP-Net Forum on Solid Waste 
May 14, Amman, Jordan

Participation in roundtable held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in preparation for 
Paris Climat 2015 
July 16, Paris, France 

Meeting with the French Ministry of Agriculture, on climate change, forests, and 
agriculture
August 28, Paris, France

Meeting with the French Environment and Energy Management Agency
August 29, Paris, France

Advisory Group meeting on delivery mechanisms and institutions to realize energy 
efficiency potential
September 23, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Integrated Risk Management

Launch of 2014 World Development Report, Risk and Opportunity: Managing Risk for 
Development, and CMI participation in the subsequent six-day project preparation 
with high-level representatives of key ministries
November 19-28, 2013, Rabat, Morocco

Reducing Water Losses

Regional workshop on MENA water utilities’ performance
June 9-11, Saint Julian, Malta

Sustainable Urban Transport

Capacity-building sessions: Leaders in Urban Transport Planning, offered by CEFEB
June 1-7, Marseille, France

Regional event on urban transport
November 12–14, Izmir, Turkey

Sustainable Urban Development

Workshop on sustainable Mediterranean cities
June 18, Alexandria, Egypt

Workshop: Network of Urban Developers in the Mediterranean 
October 22–24, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Water Resources Management

Workshop: Decision-Making Tools for Local Governments on Water Demand 
Management Options 
February 19-20, Tunis, Tunisia

National workshop on groundwater resources management
March 26-27, Rabat, Morocco
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PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE

Arab Youth Initiative
Arab Youth Debate: Have Young People Reaped the Fruits of the Arab Spring? 
April 1, Tunis, Tunisia

Youth organizations gather at networking days in Tunisia 
June 26-27, Tunis, Tunisia

Arab Researchers’ Capacity Development Workshop 
September 7-11, Cairo, Egypt

Report Launch: Tunisia: Breaking the Barriers to Youth Inclusion
October 2, Tunis, Tunisia

CEFEB Training Sessions: Support to Local Governments
Training on urban planning tools 
May 12-13, Marseille, France

Training on municipal finance
June 2-13, Marseille, France

CoMun
CoMun program strategizes for next phase 
April 2-3, Marseille, France

Study tour: Associations and the Support Structures of Cities; meeting of the CoMun 
Program Steering Committee 
May 14-16, Cologne, Germany

Trainer training – Part 1: Local Democracy and Citizen Participation in Communal 
Action
May 22-24, Tunis, Tunisia

Workshop on local democracy and citizen participation in communal action
June 17-18, Hammamet, Tunisia

Regional exchange on waste management, planning, and leachate treatment
June 18-20, Tunis, Tunisia

Trainer training – Part 2: Local Democracy and Citizen Participation in Communal 
Action 
June 26-28, Tunis, Tunisia

Evaluation and planning workshop with Moroccan partners
September 23, Rabat, Morocco

Training series on local democracy and citizen participation
September 30-October 3, Sousse and Sfax, Tunisia

Presentation of results of the two-year youth project in Tunisia
November 29-30, Tunis, Tunisia

Presentation of findings from end of phase II (four-year phase) of the CoMun program 
to high-level German-Maghreb conference 
December 3-5, Berlin, Germany
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Cities for a New Generation
CMI program findings presented at the final assembly of the Urban Sustainable 
Development Strategies (USUDS) Project
June 16-17, Sfax, Tunisia

Employment and Social Protection
Coordination meeting between AFD, WB, and the CMI with the participation of GIZ 
on potential collaboration on employment and social protection 
March 4, Paris, France

Technical and vocational education and training workshop
September 23-24, Beirut, Lebanon

Open Government Initiative
Regional legal aid workshop
August 12-14, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Urbanization Knowledge Platform
High-level conference on increasing the resilience of cities in MENA 
May 22-23, Marseille, France

THEMATIC SYNERGIES ACROSS PROGRAMS
Urban hub meeting: identifying and planning for synergies (GIZ, AFD, EIB, CDC, WB, 
MedCities, CMI)
February 6-7, Eschborn/Frankfurt, Germany

Discussion on the potential of a Mediterranean knowledge platform on water
May 20, Marseille, France

Urban hub meeting: identifying and planning for synergies (GIZ, AFD, EIB, CDC, WB, 
MedCities, CMI)
October 24, Marseille, France

VILLA VALMER COMMUNITY

The CMI resides at the prestigious Villa Valmer. This setting, which belongs to the City of 
Marseille, is available to partner institutions that wish to convene regional and international 
events that resonate with the Center’s agenda. The CMI provides logistical support to events 
that promote knowledge sharing and aim to strengthen regional integration.

Cross-regional trust fund training (WB MENA-ECA)
March 10-13, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

20 years of Institut de la Méditerranée and launch of the 2013 FEMISE-AFD report: 
“Vers une nouvelle dynamique pour le maintien des équilibres économiques et 
sociaux” [AFD, Institut de la Méditerranée, Forum euroméditerranéen des instituts 
de sciences économiques (FEMISE) and OCEMO]
May 20, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France
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Banking supervision in Euro-Mediterranean countries (Banque de France and World 
Bank, with CMI, EIB, and International Banking and Finance Institute)
May 27-28, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France 

Regional TAXGIP conference on challenges in managing tax compliance (WB)
June 17-18, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Workshop: Touristic Transition in the Mediterranean: Who? Why? How? (DEFISMED 
and OCEMO)
June 26, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Working group on tourism (OCEMO)
July 7, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

EDILE Project: Strategic council and validation seminar (OCEMO and ANIMA 
Investment Network)
July 10-11, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Finances et Conseil Méditerranée expert meeting on Entrepreneurship in the 
Mediterranean region (FCM)
September 25, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Sustainable Consumption and Production: Transition Towards a Green Economy 
(SCP/RAC, SWITCH-Med partners, with Plan Bleu support, and under the auspices 
of UNEP/MAP)
September 30 – October 2, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Erasmus Plus Program Launch through EuroMed Working Group Meeting (Agence 
Nationale Erasmus Plus, City of Marseille)
October 10, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Seminar on Financial Innovation in Developing Countries (AFD/CEFEB)
November 12-14, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

1st Café-débat de la Méditerranée: The Mediterranean, a Paradoxical Sea. 
Conference with Adalberto Alves (OCEMO, General Consulate of Portugal)
November 17, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France

Seminar on Quick National Accounting for French Overseas Countries and Territories (AFD)
November 24-25, Villa Valmer, Marseille, France
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PUBLICATIONS AND KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS  
NOVEMBER 2013 TO DECEMBER 2014

Reports, Studies, and Actionable Solutions (by CMI and Partners)

 Brochure: “Cities for a New Generation: Empowering Cities in the Middle East and 
North Africa after the Arab Spring” (CMI, WB, CDC) [English, French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Marrakech - Municipal Finance Report” (CMI/WB) [French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Marrakech - Review of National Urbanization Framework” 
(CMI/WB) [French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Marrakech - Social Accountability” (CMI/WB) [French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Marrakech - Human Resources” (CMI/WB) [English, French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Saida - Social Accountability Report” (CMI/WB) [English]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Saida - Human Resources” (CMI/WB) [English, French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Saida - Review of National Urbanization Framework” 
(CMI/WB) [English]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Sfax - Human Resources” (CMI/WB) [English, French]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Sfax - Review of National Urbanization Framework” 
(CMI/WB) [English]

 “City Diagnosis and Action Plan: Sfax - Social Accountability” (CMI/WB) [French]

 Study: “Cost of Environmental Degradation Due to Solid Waste Management Practices 
in Beirut and Mount Lebanon” (GIZ/CMI) [English]

 Study: “Coût de la dégradation de l’environnement due aux pratiques de gestion des 
déchets solides dans le Grand Tunis” (GIZ/CMI) [French]

 Study: “Coût de la dégradation de l’environnement due aux pratiques de gestion des 
déchets solides dans le Grand Rabat” (GIZ/CMI) [French]

 Study: “The Market of Patents in the South-Mediterranean Zone and its Potential for 
Development in Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia” (CMI/EIB) [Arabic]

 Policy paper: “Economic Transitions in the Mediterranean” (CMI/Experts) [English, French]

 Policy paper: “Global Skill Partnerships: A Proposal For Technical Training in a Mobile 
World” (CMI/WB) [English, Arabic]

 Quick note: “Building Legal Aid Services from the Ground Up: Learning from Pilot 
Initiatives in Jordan” (WB/CMI) [English]

 Report: Tunisia: Breaking the Barriers to Youth Inclusion (CMI/WB) [English]

 Report: Benchmarking Governance as a Tool for Promoting Change (CMI/WB) [English]

ANNEX 2 
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Reports, Studies, and Actionable Solutions (by partner institutions on 
themes related to the Center’s agenda) 

 Report: Women’s Access to Quality Jobs in the Mediterranean (Morocco, Tunisia, and 
Turkey) (AFD) [French]

 Report: Employability of Technical and Vocational Education and Training 
Graduates in Lebanon (AFD) [French]

 Report: Over the Horizon: A New Levant (WB) [English]

 Report: Guide for Decision Makers (AFD) [French]

 Report: World Development Report: Risk and Opportunity: Managing Risk for 
Development (WB) [English]

 Synthesis Report and Case Studies: “Economic Instruments for Water Demand 
Management in the Mediterranean” (AFD) [English, French]

 Synthesis Report and Case Studies: “Groundwater Resource Management as a 
Common Good” (AFD) [English, French]

 Strategy Note: “Building Morocco’s Resilience: Inputs for an Integrated 
Management Strategy” (WB) [English, French]

 Summary Report: “Creating the Right Ecosystem for Knowledge Valorization: A 
Case Study of ODTÜ Teknokent” (EIB) [English] [June 16-18, Ankara, Turkey]

 Summary Report: “Economic Instruments for Water Demand Management in the 
Mediterranean” (AFD) [English, French] 

 Summary Report: “National Innovation Systems: Input, Output, and Impact” (EIB) 
[English] [November 25-26, Amman, Jordan]

 Summary Report: “Water Demand Management Souss Massa Case Study” (AFD) 
[Arabic, English, French] 

 Workshop Proceedings and Conclusions: National Urban Transport Days (AFD) 
[French] [September 23-24, Rabat, Morocco]

 Workshop Proceedings: Water Demand Management Options for Local 
Governments (AFD) [French] [February 19-20, Tunis, Tunisia]

 Workshop Proceedings: National Workshop on Groundwater Resource Management 
(AFD) [French] [March 26-27, Tunis, Tunisia]

 Workshop Proceedings and Conclusions: Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training (AFD) [September 22-23, Beirut, Lebanon]

Blogs

 A Global Lesson on Educational Reform from Ten Schools in Jordan (Quota) 
[Arabic, English, French]

 ARABTERM: A New Online Technical Dictionary in Arabic, English, French, and 
German (Zebisch) [English]

 A Story of Working Together Against All Odds from a Public School in the Palestinian 
Territories (Al Aref) [Arabic, English, French]
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 A Question of Equilibrium (Luthria) [Arabic, English, French]

 Beyond Remittances: How 11 Million Migrants from the Arab World Can Impact 
Development (Malouche) [Arabic, English, French]

 Don’t Know Who to Vote for? Ikhtiartounes.org Helps You Find the Party 
Corresponding to You! Countdown to the Tunisian Elections (Wiedemann) [English, 
French]

 Egypt’s and Tunisia’s New Constitutions Recognize the Importance of Knowledge 
Economy and Intellectual Property Rights (Abdel-Latif) [Arabic, English, French]

 Embracing Skilled Migration: Global Skills Partnerships to Solve Global Skills 
Shortages (Luthria) [Arabic, English]

 Intellectual Property Rights and the Market of Patents: MENA’s Innovation Potential 
is Yet to Be Triggered (Van Der Meer) [English]

 Jordan: Strong Community Commitment ... and a School Principal with Veterinarian 
Skills (Linnemann) [English]

 Mismanagement of Solid Waste Has an Environmental Cost and There Are 
Concrete Opportunities for Reducing It (Lévite) [English]

 Ten Years after Morocco’s Family Code Reforms: Are Gender Gaps Closing? 
(Prettitore) [English]

 Welcoming Migrants: Cities Offer a Beacon of Hope (Luthria) [English]

 Welcoming Migrants: Planning for Inclusion (Weston) [English]

Infographics

 Infographic: Dismantling Mediterranean Myths: Islamic Fertility? (CMI/Courbage) 
[Arabic, English, French]

 Infographic: Dismantling Mediterranean Myths: Status of Arab Women (CMI/
Courbage) [Arabic, English, French]

 Infographic: Dismantling Mediterranean Myths: Youth and Migration (CMI/
Courbage) [Arabic, English, French]

 Infographic: Looking Local: Migrant Labor Market Integration at an Urban Scale 
(Weston) [English]

 Infographic: Disease, Cure, Prescription: Do We Need a Rethink on Migration of the 
Skilled? (CMI) [Arabic, English]

Videos

 Livestream: Arab Youth Debate: Have Young People Reaped the Fruits of the Arab 
Spring? (WB/CMI) [Arabic with English subtitles]

 Results: Innovative Success Stories in MENA: The Case of International University 
of Rabat (ISESCO/CMI) [Arabic, French, English]

 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: City Resilience Is Not Just About Climatic Risks and 
Natural Hazards (CMI/WB) [English]

 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: Urban Risk Management Is City Leaders’ New 
Concern (CMI/WB) [English]
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 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: Managing Urban Risk Is Everybody’s Business 
(CMI/WB) [English]

 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: Why Build Disaster Risk Management Strategies? 
(CMI/WB) [English]

 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: Urban Risk Reduction: An Economic Booster (CMI/
WB) [English]

 Video blog: Resilience of Cities: Leveraging Technology to Enhance City Resilience 
(CMI/WB) [English]

 Video blog: Why Does Access to Justice Matter? (CMI/WB) [English]

Newsletters

 CMI April 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events (CMI) 
[English]

 CMI May 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events (CMI) 
[English]

 CMI June 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events (CMI) 
[English]

 CMI July/August 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming 
Events (CMI) [English]

 CMI September 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events 
(CMI) [English]

 CMI October 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events 
(CMI) [English]

 CMI November 2014 Newsletter: Activities, Editor’s Choice, and Upcoming Events 
(CMI) [English]

 MENA Urbanization Knowledge Platform Newsletter: City Resilience (CMI/WB) [Arabic, 
English, French]
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EGYPT
Representative to be appointed

FRANCE
Ms. Sandrine Gaudin, Assistant Secretary for Bilateral Affairs and International 
Business Development Department, French Treasury, Ministry of the Economy, 
Industry and the Digital Sector, Ministry of Finance and Public Accounts
Ms. Anne-Marie Descôtes, Director General, Directorate-General for Globalization, 
Development and Partnerships, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Development

Ms. Marie-Pierre Nicollet, Director Mediterranean/Middle East Department, 
Agence française de développement

Mr. Laurent Zylberberg, Director, European and International Affairs, Caisse des 
Dépôts et Consignations

JORDAN
Ms. Zeina Toukan, Director, International Cooperation, Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation

LEBANON
Mr. Alain Bifani, General Director, Ministry of Finance

MOROCCO
Mr. Mohammed Chafiki, Director, Economic Studies and Financial Forecast, 
Ministry of Economy and Finance

TUNISIA
Ms. Naouel Ben Romdhane, Director General, Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation, 
Ministry of Finance, Development, and International Cooperation

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK
Mr. Henry Marty-Gauquié, Director, Paris Office

THE WORLD BANK
Mr. Mourad Ezzine, Manager, CMI, Chair Oversight Committee

Members oversee processes in accordance with the MoU, paying strong attention to 
strategy, programs, partnerships, and overall orientation. The Oversight Committee vets 
new programs, reviews program content, discusses the use of the Multi-Donor Trust Fund.  

MEMBERS OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 2014
ANNEX 3 
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AArU

AFD

AfDB

AMPCC

ANAPEC

ANQAHE

ARELEN

AROQA

ART

AUDI

AYI

BMZ

BWE

CAS-FLCN

CDC

CEFEB

Association of Arab Universities

French Development Agency (Agence française de 
développement)

African Development Bank

Moroccan Association of Mayors (Association marocaine des 
présidents des conseils communaux)

National Agency for the Promotion of Employment and Skills 
(Agence nationale de promotion de l’emploi et des competences), 
Morocco

Arab Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education

Arab European Leadership Network in Higher Education

Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in Education

Articulation of Territorial Networks (Articulation des réseaux 
territoriaux)

Arab Urban Development Institute

Arab Youth Initiative

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und 
Entwicklung), Germany

Bekaa Water Establishment, Lebanon

Disaster relief fund (Caisse d’allocations spéciale – Fonds de lutte 
contre les effets des catastrophes naturelles)

Caisse des dépôts et consignations, France 

Center for Financial, Economic and Banking Studies (Centre 
d’études financières, économiques et bancaires), AFD

MEMBERS OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 2014  ACRONYMS
ANNEX 4 
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CEO

CEPEJ

CEREMA

CFAD

CMWU

CODATU

CoMun

CSO

DGCL

DGCPL

DST

EBRD

EC

ECA

EIB

ETF

EU

FEMIP

FEMISE

FNVT

FY

GCC

GEF

GEMM

GFDRR

GIZ

chief executive officer

European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (Commission 
européenne pour l’efficacité de la justice)

Center for Studies and Expertise on Risks, Environment, Mobility, 
and Urban and Country Planning (Centre d’études et d’expertise 
sur les risques, l’environnement, la mobilité et l’aménagement), 
France

Center for Training and Support to Decentralization (Centre de 
formation à l’appui de la decentralisation), Tunisia

Coastal Municipalities Water Utility, Gaza

Cooperation for Urban Mobility in the Developing World

Cooperation of Cities and Municipalities in the Maghreb Region

Civil society organization

General Directorate for Local Government (Direction générale des 
collectivités locales), Morocco

General Directorate for Local Public Government (Direction 
générale des collectivités publiques et locales), Tunisia

German Association of Cities (Deutscher Städtetag)

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

European Commission

Europe Central Asia

European Investment Bank

European Training Foundation

European Union

Facility for Euro-Mediterranean Investment Partnerships

Euro-Mediterranean Forum of Institutes of Economic Sciences 
(Forum euroméditerranéen des instituts de sciences économiques) 

National Federation of Tunisian Cities (Fédération nationale des 
villes tunisiennes)

Fiscal Year

Gulf Cooperation Council

Global Environment Facility

Governance for Employability in the Mediterranean, ETF 

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery

German Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation 
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
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IASP

ICT

IEQ

ILM

ILO

INAU

INED

INSEAD

IPEMED

ISESCO

ITC

JICA

KNOMAD

KSA

LAC

LEPAP

LINC-UP

LRA

LUTP

MDTF

MEDDE

MEDENER

MENA

MINEFI

MIRA

MOFA

MoU

International Association of Science Parks and Areas of Innovation

information and communication technology

Tunisian Institute of Competitiveness and Quantitative Studies 
(Institut tunisien de la compétitivité et des études quantitatives)

International Labor Mobility

International Labour Organization

National Institute for Urban and Territorial Planning (Institut 
national de l’aménagement et de l’urbanisme), Morocco

National Institute for Demographic Studies (Institut national 
d’études démgraphiques), France

Graduate business school

Economic Foresight Institute for the Mediterranean Region 
(Institut de prospective économique du monde méditerranéen)

Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

International Training Center (Tunisia)

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Global Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Latin America Caribbean 

Lebanese Pollution Abatement Project

Labor Integration Network of Cities and Urban Planners

Litani River Authority, Lebanon

Leaders in Urban Transport Planning

Multi-Donor Trust Fund

Ministry of Ecology, Sustainable Development, and Energy 
(Ministère de l’écologie, du développement durable et de 
l’énergie), France 

Mediterranean Association of National Agencies of Energy 
Conservation 

Middle East and North Africa

Ministry of Economy, Finance and Industry (Ministère de 
l’économie, des finances et de l’industrie), France 

Mediterranean Innovation and Research Coordination Action

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Ministère des affaires étrangères), 
France

Memorandum of Understanding
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NCA

NGO

NIS

NLWE

NPL

NUTD

OCEMO

OECD

ONEE

ONJ

ONEMA

PACA

PforR

PIK

Plan Bleu

PPIAF

PPP

RCREEE

SLWE

SONEDE

SNTA

STP

SWEEP-Net

TVET

UAE

UfM

UFPI

Natural Capital Accounting, WAVES

non-governmental organization

national innovation system

North Lebanon Water Establishment

non-performing loan

National Urban Transport Day

Office of Economic Cooperation Mediterranean and Middle East 
(Office de cooperation économique pour la Méditerranée et 
l’Orient)

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

National Office for Electricity and Drinking Water (Office national 
de l’électricite et de l’eau potable), Morocco

National Observatory of Youth (Observatoire national de la 
jeunesse), Tunisia

National Agency for Water and Wetlands (Office national de l’eau 
et des milieux aquatiques), France

Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur, France

Program for Results, World Bank

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (Potsdam-Institut 
für Klimafolgenforschung), Germany

Plan Bleu for Environment and Development in the Mediterranean 
(environnement et développement en Méditerranée)

Private Participation in Infrastructure Advisory Facility

public-private partnership

Regional Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency

South Lebanon Water Establishment

National Public Water Supply Utility (Société nationale 
d’exploitation et de distribution des eaux), Tunisia

Sub-national technical assistance, PPIAF

science and technology park

Regional Network for Integrated Waste Management in the 
MENA Region

Technical vocational education and training

United Arab Emirates

Union for the Mediterranean

Urban Projects Finance Initiative
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UGSC

UKP

UN-ESCWA

UNDP

UNIMED

USUDS

UTICA

WAVES

WB

WBG

WDM

WSC

WTO

University Governance Screening Card

Urbanization Knowledge Platform

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia

United Nations Development Program

Mediterranean Universities Union

Urban Sustainable Development Strategies

Tunisian Union of Industry, Commerce, and Trades (Union 
tunisienne de l’industrie, du commerce et de l’artisanat)

Wealth Accounting and the Valuation of Ecosystem Services

The World Bank

World Bank Group

water demand management

Water Service Corporation, Malta

World Trade Organization 
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